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Government and Road Transport . — a 
1 , ’ H vy S ‘rier Yy 7 station at Holborn Viaduct with a nine-storey 
HIS years enry spurrier lemorial office building at a cost of £750,000. The new 
Lecture was read before members of th: tation, with booking offices, refreshment 
institute of l'ransport by Mr . rooms and other accommodatiot Is Expects d 
Dur Permanent Secretary, Ministry * to be completed by next autumn, the office 
s : . s 8 a - Saal 4 ; : be ] } ‘ 
Transport, and constituted a notable survey ; ae a ae eNUNA He praised resources of the two main bus undertakings above being available by the end of 1961 
of the relations between Government, road decentralisat whole-time members with to best public advantage, avoiding over For the London Midland, Euston Station 
transport and the highways used by the know-how and the use of part-time member lapping and spreading bus mileage as to be rebuilt, but details of the plan have not 
vehicles. The first portion of an abstract ol Commission and area boards to prevent efficiently as possible over the outer areas of yet been disclosed; they should be of con 
which appears elsewhere in this issue sets narrow-mindedness For the Government, the city; in other words, as the pamphle t says, siderable interest 
out with admirable brevity and clarity the Lord Chesham, Parliamentary Secretary, m iking a real attempt to match bus services 
position in respect of passenger and freight Ministry of Transport, wound up an unsatis- to the travelling public’s needs. In the A 
vehicle operation, with some reference to the fying episode by pointing out firmly that the area, the fares from all the A area passengers Farewell te Donegal Railway 
ancillary user. The responsibilities of Government did not intend to fall down on go to the Corporation. In the B area the At PER the end of 1959 the hills of Donegal! 
Government towards the highway system ts job in respect of the railways. appropriate revenue is divided equally ~ will never again echo to the chara 


were examined at length, with the historical 
background of evolution and special atten 
tion to motorway and trunk road problems. 
There was a most interesting review of prob- 
lems likely to develop in the future and Mr. 
Dunnett suggested that the use of private 
transport was a very powerful, if not con- 
trolling, factor in that sphere. In the decade 
1948-58 consumers’ expenditure on operating 
motor cars and motor cycles, measured in 
real terms, rose fourfold and upon buying 
them nearly sevenfold. By 1958 these items 
accounted for nearly 5 per cent of all con- 
sumer expenditure, compared with 10} per 
cent in the U.S.A., so that a further rise could 
be expected here. In the whole field of 
transport policy it was therefore necessary to 
come to terms with private transport. 





Visions of a New London 
ESULTS of the £4,000 ‘‘New Ways for 
London’ competition launched earlier 
this year by the Roads Campaign 
Council were made known last week. Of the 
winning entry, which earns £2,000 for 
a Liverpool University lecturer in civil 
engineering, the assessors say it has the 
supreme merit that it demonstrates to local 
authorities, landowners, traders and the 
public that major road improvements can give 
London a new look as well as new traffic ways 
and that the environment as a whole becomes 
more pleasant to live in. A detail of this 
particular entry is an urban motorway 
between Blackfriars and Kings Cross on the 
alignment of the Snow Hill cross-London rail 
freight link. The second prizewinner features 
an elevated motorway paralleling Charing 
Cross Road to the east (i.e. over what is now 
St. Martin’s Lane) and passing over Charing 
Cross Station, also a sunken road linking 
Aldwych and a redesigned Piccadilly Circus. 
Both schemes provide multi-storey garages 
and elevated pedestrian ways. Of the latter 
it should be said that we have no experience 
of them in a modern setting and it would be 
folly to press forward with something which 
prove to be an expensive white 
elephant. The full implications on commercial 
development, particularly retail trade, have 
not begun to be considered. For the rest the 
Roads Campaign Council must be con- 
gratulated on its initiative in promoting what 
is essentially another effort to bring vividly 
before the public the rewards of imaginative 
and worthwhile redevelopment of the Central 
London scene. As Mr. Wilfrid Andrews, its 
chairman, says, these are bold and exciting 
plans, but they are feasible and equal to the 
task. It is because they meet these require- 
ments that they have won prizes. The 
Winning entries are on exhibition at Charing 
Cross Underground Station until January 30. 





Railways and the Lords 
M' RE than a little below its usual high 
"Standards was the debate in the House 
of Lords upon railway affairs. Lord 
Lucas of Chilworth laid about him with great 
Mpartiality in proclaiming his lack of con- 
hd © in the direction of the railways and 
that the morale of railwaymen was low, with 
Personal instances of what he deemed poor 
‘ervice. Lord Mills, whom he had described 
as his idea of a man to run railway affairs, 
“aecly outlined some of the difficulties and 
rote that the Commission realised that 
“mergency measures here, there and every- 
a would not do. It had had the courage 
rate rere a comprehensive plan for 
nahsation and modernisation. In the 
neantime he thought they should give the 





Aviation Progress in 1959 
ERONAUTICAL progress in the past year 
has ranged from the first flights of the 





Vickers Vanguard and Armstrong 
Whitworth Argosy to that of the SRN1 
Hovercraft, if it is assumed that the last 
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between the two parties and the mileage run 
in the B area is shared likewise on a 50-50 
basis by the transfer as necessary of journeys 
from the Corporation to East Yorkshire or 
vice versa. The area boundaries are marked 


by boards to remind conductors. The 
co-ordination arrangements in Hull are 
designed to secure the greatest possible 
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named flies. Whether it does or not, its 
appearance represents a commendable 
achievement on the part of all concerned for 
it certainly seems to be the most effective of 
parallel developments in various countries. 
Looking towards the future there was the 
order placed by British European Airways 
for the Airco DH121 and that for a seventh 
Comet 4B to join the six now in course of 
delivery, while Comets have also been ordered 
by C.M.A., the Mexican airline, and Olympic 
Airways, the Greek operator. Whether 
strictly justifiable or not, jet aircraft have 
figured largely during 1959 with Sud Aviation 
Caravelles joining the Air France and 
Scandinavian Airlines System fleets and the 
longer range version of the Boeing 707 
getting to work with Pan American, Trans 
World, and Qantas. From the viewpoint of 
historical record events have been almost 
paradoxical for the year that saw the 40th 
anniversary of K.L.M. (Royal Dutch Air- 
lines) also saw the closing of Croydon Airport, 
which had existed almost as long, and the 
Daily Mail-sponsored London—Paris air race 
in which a British European Airways team 
put up an original demonstration of the 
virtues of co-ordinating air and ground 
transport. 





A Co-ordination Jubilee 
AMPHLETS have been distributed to bus 
passengers in Hull to mark the 25th 
anniversary of co-ordination arrange- 
ments between the transport undertaking of 
the City and County of Kingston upon Hull 
and East Yorkshire Motor Services, Limited. 
In 1930 the Corporation was operating a full 
tramway service and some bus services in the 
citv. Bus services to the surrounding area 
had been developed by various private com- 
panies which had been merged in the East 
Yorkshire business. After experience of the 
working of the Road Traffic Act of 1930, the 
Corporation and East Yorkshire in 1934 (with 
the approval of the Traffic Commissioners) 
entered into the co-ordination agreement. As 
a result, there has been a combined effort, 
maintained now for 25 years, to use the 


97! P71 RSH! BSS BA3F1 BASF! B37) S377 RSL 
WA. BZ SZ SA PA PY SZ Ww 


oIZh 


availability of buses to the travelling public 
without unnecessary bus-miles which would 
be an extra burden on fares. The respon- 
sibility for maintaining this close working is 
shared by the Corporation and East York- 
shire through a co-ordination joint committee 
on which sit, as equal partners, repre 
sentatives of the municipality and directors 
of East Yorkshire. This committee meets 
regularly to consider the development of 
routes, the level of fares, improvements in 
timings of services and facilities, and such 
things as the operation of limited stop 
services. 





Developing City Station Sites 
ALUABLE sites, ripe for development as 
car parks and office buildings, are 
occupied by railway stations in London 
and the provincial cities. There are signs that 
the B.T.C. is ready to take full advantage of 
these additional sources of revenue; the 
process will be simplified by the changeover 
from steam to diesel and electric traction. 
Last week, for instance, the Court of Common 
Council approved an arrangement with the 
Commission for the use of the roof of the new 
Cannon Street Station as a car park and a 
possible helicopter station. The cost of making 
the roof strong enough to accommodate 525 
cars is to be borne by the City Corporation 
to the tune of £300,000 with annual costs 
amounting to £34,000 against revenue of 
£46,500; the Commission will receive a 
percentage of the gross profits. Incidentally, 
the chairman of the Corporation streets com- 
mittee said that schemes would be brought 
before the court early in 1960 which would be 
the beginning of the end of parking in certain 
areas of the City of London. Contemplation 
by the B.T.C. of the provision of car parks 
and office buildings over a large number of 
railway stations was recently announced. 
Schemes have been prepared by the Southern 
Region, not only for Cannon Street, but also 
for Victoria and Streatham Hill, and con- 
sultants are to be brought in for a London 
Bridge scheme. The latest rebuilding scheme 
to be authorised is for replacing the present 


teristic big-end clank of the four 

coupled diesel railcars of the County Donegal 
Railways; the Joint Committee will in future 
provide transport solely with road vehicles, 
as is set out on page 3 of this issue. Thus, 
with the exception of the West and South 
Clare section of Coras lompair Eireann, the 
3-ft.-gauge public railway, so long a part of 
Irish rural economy, disappears from the 
scene, whereas in 1912 its mileage of 532 
represented 16 per cent of the total for rail 
ways in that country. Strabane and 
Stranorlar were joined by the 5 ft. 3 in. gauge 
Finn Valley Railway on September 7, 1863. 
rhis was worked originally by the Irish North 
Western Railway with which it made a 
junction south of Strabane. The next stage 
of construction was to the 3-ft. gauge by the 
West Donegal Railway. It opened from 
Stranorlar to what is now Lough Eske in 
1882 and was extended to Donegal in 1889. 
Three years later the two undertakings were 
merged as the Donegal Railway and in 1894 
the original broad-gauge section was con- 
verted to 3 ft. Nor was this the only develop- 
ment at this period, for, under a wider scheme 
sponsored by Mr. A. J. Balfour, there had 
been an extension, Governmentally-backed, 
from Donegal to the little fishing port of 
Killybegs in 1893 and in 1895 the Stranorlar- 

Glenties branch, which had received Govern 
ment support to the tune of 90 per cent of its 
constructional cost, was brought into use. It 
may be recalled that the bridge on this branch 
immediately west of Stranorlar Station had 
been intended for Norway. A poor traffic 
route from start to finish, it was abandoned, 
save for special workings, at the end of 1947 
and dismantled five years later. 


The Joint Committee 
[HE next venture, too, was hardly more 
fortunate. This was the Strabane 
Londonderry line opened in 1900. It 
provided a less direct route than the Great 
Northern Railway on the opposite bank of 
the River Foyle and when, in 1906, the 
G.N.R. obtained an Act in conjunction with 
the Midland Railway (of England) establish- 
ing the County Donegal Railways Joint 
Committee, the Derry line was passed 
specifically to the Midland. It was, however, 
worked by the C.D.R. through its time in 
L.M.S. ownership to that of the Ulster Trans- 
port Authority which closed it on December 
31, 1954. The Donegal to Ballyshannon 
branch was opened in 1905 and four years 
later the Strabane and Letterkenny Railway 
followed. For financial reasons it was a 
separate undertaking although owned and 
worked by the joint committee. That body 
has evolved into a responsibility of the 
British Transport Commission (as successor 
to the Midland) and C.I.E. and the U.T.A. 
(as successors to the Great Northern Railway 
Board). With the opening of the Strabane 
and Letterkenny the system worked by the 
committee totalled 125 miles and the rolling 
stock then comprised 21 steam locomotives, 
57 coaching vehicles and 304 wagons. 
Through freight such as fish was worked on 
to 5 ft. 3 in. gauge railways by Livesey’s 
patent transfer arrangement. Enterprise in 
diesel operation has saved the system in recent 
years; the railway pioneered adaptation of 
Gardner engines as motive units for its rail- 
cars a quarter-century ago. It is now, 
however, impossible to continue in the railway 
business in such sparsely populated country 
—the last annual traffic figures showed 
some 48,000 tons of freight and 229,000 
passengers on rail. As a road transport under- 
taking, already with considerable experience, 
a new era opens for the C.D.R. with the 
coming of 1960. 













E. L. Cornwell, 
Technical Editor, 


“MODERN TRANSPORT” 
says 
**Ample power, generous 
reserves of strength, opti- 
mum brake equipment and 


better than average con- 
ditions for the driver.” 












“Another exceedingly fine 
vehicle fit to take its 
place beside the ‘Trusty 
4 axle and ‘Mastiff 2 axle 
weiveht chassis 
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the converting plant used by th> World’s principal railways 






BRITISH RAILWAYS 
SOUTHERN REGION 


One of 28 substations 

equipped with Hewittic Rect: 
fiers by che British Transport 
Commission for the Southern 
Region of British Railways. The 
photograph shows Wimbledon 
substation with one wall cut away 
to show the two 2,500 kW rect: 
fiers in this half of the building 












CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 


The electrified section of the Canadian National 
Railways, comprising some 70 track miles in the 
vicinity of Montreal Terminal is supplied with 
D.C. by Hewittic Rectifiers in two 3,000 kW 
substations atc Central Station and Saraguay. The 
photograph shows one of the four |.500 kW 
equipments in service. These are designed for 
operation at 3,000 volts, D.C. 


LONDON TRANSPORT RAILWAYS 


The 4,000 kW Bond Street substation, equipped 
exclusively with Hewittic Rectifiers. The plant 
comprises four 1.000 kW combined rectifier and 
enclosed air-cooled transformer units. This com- 
pany is also responsible for the supply and :nstal- 
lation of ail A.C. and D.C. contro! gear. Some 
90,000 kW Hewitcic Rectifiers have been supplied 
to the London Transport Executive. 


AND HEWITTIC 
THAMES 


ELECTRIC CO 
SURREY 


HACKBRIDGE 
fo eek, Peek. 


LIMITED 
ENGLAND 





Buenos Aires. AUSTRALIA: 


Overseas Representatives : ARG ENTINA HA .o ¢ Cia, S R. I. Hackbridge and 
Ltd 


Hewittic Electric ( 71 Fitzroy Street, St Victoria SW ueensiand, W. Australia: Elder Siaith & 
Ce., Lid.- South An is Parsons & Robertsor go Tasmania: H. M. Bamford & Sons (Pty.), Ltd., Hobart 
BELGIUM AND LI <EMBON RG: Pierre Pollie, Brusse ; Was AZIL: Osear G. Mors, Sao Paulo BU RMA: Neonlite 
Manufacturing & Trading Co., itd., Rangoon. CANADA: H ridge and Hewittic Electric Co. of Canada, Ltd., Montrea! 
The Northern Electric Co., Ltc., Montreal, etc. CEYLON: Envee Ess, Ltd.. Colombo. CHILE: Sociedad Importadora de! 
Pacifico, Ltda, Santiago. EAST AFRICA: G. A. Newmann Ltd Nairobi. EGYPT: Giacomo Cohenca Fils, S.A Cairo 
FINLAND: S&hk6-ja Koneliike © Y. Hermes, Helsinki. GHANA, NIGERIA AND SIERRA LEONE Glyndova, Ltd 
GREECE: Charil ace C. Coronem, Athens. INDIA: Steam and Mining Equipment (India), Private, Ltd., Calcutta; Easun 


Bahoshy Bros., Baghdad. MALAYA, SING APORE AND BORNEO 

NETHERLANDS Kater E.1., Ouderkerk a.d. Amstel, NEW ZEALAND 
PAKISTAN: The Karachi Radio Co., Karachi, 3. SOUTH AFRICA 
CENTRAL AFRICAN FEDERATION: Arthur Trevor Williams 


Engineering Co, Ltd, Madras, 1. IRAQ: J. P 
Harper, Girtillan & ( o, Lté., Kuala Lumpur 
Richardson, McCabe & Co., Lid., Wellington, etc 
Arthur Trevor Williams (Pty Lid Johannesburg, et: 








Pty), Ltd, Salisbury THAILAND: Vichien hanich Co., Ltd., Bangkok. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: Thomas 
Peake & Co. Port of Spain. TURKEY: Dr. H. Salim che, Ankara. U : Hackbridge and Hewittic Electric Co., 
Lid., P.O. Box 234, Pittsburgh 9 Pennsy! vania. VENE“UELA: Oficing de Ingenieria Sociedad Anonima, Caracas 









Published Every Friday 


RUSSELL COURT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephone Number: TE Rainas 0303 (3 lines) 
Telegraphic Address: Transpubco, Westcent, London 
ANnuaL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Britisn Istes, 35/-; Cawapa, 32/6; 
E.sewnere Asroap, 36/- 
payable in advance and postage free 


The Editor is prepared to consider con- 


| tributions offered for publication in 


MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satis{y themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant lo editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate, ils object 
being to encourage the provision of all 
forms of transport in the best interests 
of the community. 
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1 Year of Progress 
VER a wide range of transport interests 

1959 has been a year of progress and even 

of enlightenment, as exemplified by the 
new public awareness of the evils of traffic con 
gestion and the realisation that drastic measures 
may be needed for a solution. The traffic 
recession. which hampered the British Trans- 
port Commission shows signs of being at an end 
and railway modernisation begins to show re 
sults, although the intensification of work after 
the reappraisal may have temporary drawbacks 
in respect of train timekeeping 
Affairs are moving in rural transport and the 
work of the Jack Committee will be awaited 
with eager interest. In the air the jet is 
making an impact and despite a recession ship- 
owners show confidence in ordering, although 
on a limited basis, ships which incorporate 
original features. If the transport industry has 


passenger 


been free of major labour disputes, the year 
has been a mixed one so far as international 
negotiations have been concerned. There was 


a singularly unfruitful set of talks concerned 
largely with maritime flags of convenience; the 
traffic conferences of the International Air 
Transport Association found themselves quite 
unable to agree upon the introduction of 
economy-class fares on intercontinental routes, 
apart from the North Atlantic where their 
success has been so marked. It is true that the 
European operators managed to achieve agreed 


reductions within their region, but this was 
somewhat overshadowed. There were also, as 


the year ended, two Commonwealth agree- 
ments which brought much satisfaction between 
the British Airways Corporation and 
Trans-Canada Lines in and be 

tween B.O.A.C Air-India International and 
Qantas Empire Airways in the other. The 
benefits of close co-ordination should be encour 


Cverseas 


Ait one case 


aging. Successful fruition of an international 
scheme was marked in the early summer by the 
opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in the 
presence of Her Majesty the Queen and 


President Eisenhower 


Railway Modernisation 
ROGRESS in the field of railway modernisa 


tion has been considerable, not only in 
Britain but elsewhere in the world. The 
French Railways inaugurated electric trac- 


tion between Paris and Lille and the Japanese 


National Railways produced an ambitious 
scheme for a 4 ft. 8} in. gauge line between 
Tokyo and Kobe on which passenger train 


speeds of 155 m.p.h. are envisaged. At home 


the Colchester—Clacton line of the Eastern 
Region was the first of the 50-cycle 25,000 volt 
a.c. electrified sections to come into service 


and, with the progress that is being made on 
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the London Midland Region between Crewe 
and Manchester, it was possible in November 
to demonstrate the first of the new a.c. loco- 
motives built by A.E.I, and Birmingham 
R.C.W. The first stage of the Kent Coast 
electrification scheme of the Southern Region 
was completed in June and work is being 
pushed ahead on the second phase. Still on 
the engineering side came completion of the 
four tracking of the Great Northern main line 
at Hadley Wood, incorporating new methods 
of tunnel construction, and the advent of a new 
track recording car emphasised the research 
work involved in all this development. Among 
locomotives and rolling stock deliveries have 
been the Type 4 diesel-electric locomotives 
and the first multiple-unit diesel sets for the 
St. Pancras—Bedford services of the L.M.R 
That region, in conjunction with the Scottish, 
initiated the fast Condor freight service between 
London and Glasgow and the Western marked 


the introduction of its summer timetable by 
accelerating the Bristolian to take 100 min. for 
the 118-mile journey, with diesel-hydrauli 
locomotives rostered for the duty 
Victoria Line 

piece London Transport had t 


W the Vict I t 
rtheless been progressing in oti 

directions. In March it began to carry out its 
trolleybus replacement programm«e Availa 
bility of buses enabled it to carry out the first 
three stages without recourse to new vehicles 
but the fourth, on November 11, saw the bring 
ing into service of the new RM double-deckers 
on a substantial scale. On its railways the 


L.T.E. has commenced operation of the first 
sets of new rolling stock on the Piccadilly Line 
and has resumed work on quadrupling the 
Metropolitan Line from Harrow to Rickmans 
worth. Completion of the Upminster depot of 
the District Line is, of course, linked with the 
electrification of the London, Tilbury and 
Southend Line but also merits mention on its 
own account. Trolleybuses vanished from 
certain Brighton Corporation routes and dis 
appeared entirely from Maidstone and District 
services in the Hastings area. This was a 
notable occasion in that replacement involved 
the use of a substantial number of the new 
Leyland Atlantean. The success of this large 
capacity rear-engined double-decker has been 
such that orders for it now stand at more than 
{3 million. Indeed the increasing acceptance 
by operators of this type of entrance layout is 


instanced also by the latest version of the 
Bristo—E.C.W. Lodekka and Dennis Loline 
and the Guy Wulfranian. Final tramway 
abandonments have included those in Leeds 


and Montreal 


Bus Operation 
shee operators have experienced a somewhat 
better year by reason of the glorious 
summer enjoyed by most of the country, 
but they are still labouring under the diffi- 
culties caused by the onerous fuel] tax, private 
car competition and the effect of television 
upon evening travel. The Minister of Trans- 
port has set up the Jack Committee to inquire 
into the provision of bus services in rural areas 
Meanwhile, manufacturers and operators con 


tinue the search for improved economy with 
enhanced comfort. This may take the form, as 
it has with the Lincolnshire Road Car Co., 


Limited, of a new bus station in Lincoln and 
reconstruction of its works at Bracebridge 
Heath. Turbocharging is becoming practical 
and worthwhile with, for example, the Daimler 
standard 8}-litre engine fitted for either un 
blown or turbocharged form giving a wide range 
of powers from one engine size; C.A.V. has 
taken over the highly efficient B.S.A. unit 
Out of the ordinary was the trip io Moscow by 
Ford-Duple coach in an overall time of 45 hi 


it an average running-time speed of over 
51 m.p.h. The year has ended with roads in 
the forefront of the public mind. Traffic con 
gestion has received a great deal of attention 
and the opening of the Ml motorway in 
November added impetus to the demand for 
acceleration of road programmes. The Birm 
mingham and Midland Motor Omnibus Co., 
Limited, with its customary flair for timely 


action produced a modified design of coach for 
its service using the new road and achieved a 
result which was commendable and indeed 
bordered on the spectacular. Other road 
engineering occasions were the opening of the 


Auckland Harbour Bridge on May 30 and, amid 
some controversy, that of the Chiswick fly 
over, symptomatic of our more enterprising 


road programme 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


bags ING on the proposed Victoria Line 
of the London Underground, the London 

Travel Committee said this week that, 
although it would run at a loss of £3 million a 
year, it should be constructed as quickly as 
possible. Its purposes could not be met by 
more intensive the present 
planned schemes for road improvements. But 
money scheduled the road programme 
should not be sacrificed to meet the cost of the 
Victoria Line. 

At the annual Guy Motors, 
Limited, certain (representing 
only 3.4 per cent of the voting rights) success- 
fully opposed the re-election to the board of 
Messers. A. L. Blower, the chairman, and A. G 
Jones, the managing director. In view of the 
small number of shareholders represented at 
the the that all 


use of buses or by 


for 


meeting of 
shareholders 


meeting, directors consider 


shareholders should be given the opportunity of 
considering the re-election of these two direc- 
tors and it is intended to call an extraordinary 
meeting in the near future 














In London the whole of Mayfair will become 
a meter-controlled parking zone from April 4. 
From the same date those parking at meters on 
Saturday mornings will be required to pay for 
the facility. 


Ihe Court of Common Council of City 
of London is to commence negotiations for the 
provision of a car park for more then 500 
above the new Cannon Street Station 


the 


vehicles 


Work will start next month on a new 10-span 
viaduct to replace the existing Angel Road 
bridge on the North Circular Road at Edmon- 
The contract has been awarded to Leonard 
Limited, at £370,268. 


ton 
Fairclough, 

Speaking at the last meeting of the Yorkshire 
area Transport Users Consultative Committee, 


Mr. F. C. Margetts, assistant general manager 
(traffic), North Eastern Region, B.R., said that 
they were convinced of the need for greater 


cleanliness in trains. They had been exploring 
Europe to see how trains were kept clean, and 
the German methods, suitably adapted, were 
being brought in at Newcastle upon Tyne and 
at Hull. 
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REPLACEMENT OF NARROW-GAUGE 


HIRED VEHICLES 


ke is doubtful whether, if it had not had the 
courage more than 25 years ago to pioneer 
the use of diese: motive power on rail 
ways so far as the British Isles were concerned, 
the County Donegal Railways Joint Committee 
would have endured as a railway undertaking 
until today. When for all practical purposes 
railway operation ceases after December 31 on 
the 85} route miles worked by the committee 
that includes the 19} miles of the Strabane and 
Letterkenny Railway, opened on January 1, 
1909—there will remain in Ireland only the 
West Clare section of Coras Iompair Eireann 
of the once quite substantial 3-ft 
mileage. To railway lovers there will be much 
cause for regret at the latest development, but 


gauge 


circumstances have been too strong and the 
valiant efforts of the management and staff, 
which have achieved so much in maintaining 
transport facilities in a remote part of the 
Republic of Ireland, had ceased to have the 


material resources to justify their efforts 






















The cost of maintaining the railway and 
renewing its equipment had, moreover, become ’ +} 
excessive when related to traffic, both actua ' 1947 
ind potential, and while the expedient of X« 
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abandoning the Donegal—Ballyshannon line Stranorlar to Letterkenny via Drumkeen, the 
might have provided sufficient material for a Killybegs — Malinmore route taken over from 


slightly extended life for the remainder of the 
system, the project could not be implemented 
at the time, and it would be of no avail now 
The conditions which have confronted the 
management so far as track is concerned have 
been such as to call for the imposition latterly 


of a 15 m.p.h. overall 

speed limit on railcars Aw i 
1 
i= \ 


and 10 m.p.h. on loco 
motive - hauled trains 
re) 
*. ee] v 
. ¢ 





An obvious consequence 
has been to reduce the 
competitive potential of 
the railcar with the 
parallel bus _ service 
where such exists. 
Thus between Stranor 
lar and Donegal most of 


J. O’ Donnell, of Carrick, and a route from Glenties 
to Dungloe. The districts served by most of these 
services are sparsely populated, indeed the popu- 
lation of the whole of County Donegal totals but 
122,000, with a density of 65 persons to the 
square mile, and the frequencies are not great. It 
is not unreasonable to put the population of the 


tel” 








Railways and bus services of the County 

Donegal Railways Joint Committee; right, 

the private road which is replacing the 

section of the Strabane and Letterkenny 

Railway between Strabane and Lifford Halt 
out the year of the Ballyshannon—Rossnowlagh 
route previously work in summer only. 


A Private Road 

The main railway replacement services so far as 
passengers are concerned will centre on Strabane, 
where the narrow-xauge system at present connects 
with the broad-gauge Ulster Transport Authority 
(former G.N.R.) line. This station is in the Six 
Counties and is the customs examination point 
therefor. At present the Republic of Ireland 
examinations are carried out at Castlefin, on the 
line to Stranorlar, and at Lifford Halt, just over 
the River Foyle from Strabane, on the line to 
Letterkenny. There is a road bridge across the 








IRISH RAILWAY 


SPECIAL BRIDGE 


4 passengers and freight and it is anticipated that 
for the duration of the work, freight working of 


the line between Strabane and Stranorlar will be 
retained while passengers will walk across the road 
bridge at Lifford and be carried between the 


Northern Ireland end of the bridge and Strabane 
Station by a 8 pec ial bus hired from the U-T.A 
Principal Replacement Services 
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\ 1ie8 to bulk very la gely 
in the movement of freight by both 

si] and road rhe county is some 

vhat remote from Dublin and is, 
indeed, formed to the rest of the 
Republic by a neck of land some 

miles wide It follows that 

iffic, whether freight or passenger 

must pass through Ballyshannon if 


it is not to encounter Customs 
formalities This in turn involves 
either throughout conveyance by 
road, or if it is to be a combination 
of road and rail, transference at 
Sligo which is the nearest railhead 
on that route—the former G.N.R 


branch to Bundoran passed through 
Northern Ireland and its station at 
Jallyshannon was far too far from 
that of the C.D.R. to allow direct 
transhipment, 


Freight Traffic 

In point of fact most of the railborne freight has 
always passed through Strabane. Nowadays it is 
routed from the south through Portadown, but, 
prior to the closing of the G.N.R. line from Dun 
dalk to Omagh by way of Ciones and Enniskillen, 
it could move that way or by C.LE. to Cavan and 
thence to Clones, This all tends to make it seem 
as though most of the C.D.R. traffic is inwards and 
that is indeed the case. Donegal is not one of the 
major cattle counties nor, in fact, does it produce 
much that can build up substantial outward traffic. 
Furthermore, while the County Donegal does play 
a very large part in the movement of local pro 
ducts, it does so mostly by road, Typical examples 
are the loads of fish from Killybegs which are 
moved through the night to Dublin and also in the 
case of herring to Larne for shipment to Scotland. 
Another product for which the county is well- 
known is seed potatoes and these involve a sub- 
stantial road vehicle 
mileage during the season. 
It should moreover be 
added that this traffic 
comes under the Depart 
ment of Agriculture which 
exercises strict control to 
safeguard the reputation 
of the area for quality 
and there has thus to be 
a careful chetk that all 
loads move with the 
necessary authorisation 

The railway movement 


the trains take an hour 
or two or three minutes a freight —-" largely 
less, whereas the bus of traffic from Strabane 
operating on the London- , : F . ‘ : : and the fact that this 
derry—Sligo service of Road transport has already played a large part in County Donegal affairs: A Ford Thames van at Stranorlar ready for conveying mail to Glenties remains substantial can 
Coras lompair Eireann, on a journey where lack of traffic compelled withdrawal of a bus; Leyland Comet lorry outside garage and works at Stranorlar; right, 1958 view of be judged from there 
which was formerly main G.N.R. A.E.C. and Gardner buses for C.D.R. services at Donegal being anything from two 
: dozen to three dozen 


tained by the Great 

Northern Railway, requires 45 min. for the journey 
through Barnesmore Gap. Similarly, Killybegs to 
Donegal takes 70 to 75 min. by rail and 60 min. by 
road, and Donegal to Ballyshannon an hour by rail 
and 40 min. by bus. All these road services are, 
moreover, those of the erstwhile Great Northern 
Railway and not of the C.D.R., although, of 
course, the G.N.R. was, with the British Transport 
Commission, as successor to the L.M.S.R., the 


od 


area served by the C.D.R. at about 45,000 and it 
may also be noted that the second and third 
largest towns in the county—Letterkenny (3,004) 
and Ballyshannon (2,813) are at extreme ends of 
the system. There has, indeed, been a tendency for 
traffic to dwindle and both ex-G.N.R. and C.D.R 
services have had journeys cut in a number of 
instances. One, for example, on which we have 
travelled from Dungloe to Donegal via Glenties, 


river a short distance to the south of the railway 
bridge but it has a weight limit of 44 tons which 
could effectively preclude the movement of buses 
and lorries to and from the railhead. An ingenious 
solution to the problem has, however, been found 
by the C.D.R. manager, Mr. B. L. Curran. 

The section of track from Strabane Station to 
Lifford Halt is to be converted to a private road 
and the buildings at the latter are to be modified 


broad gauge vans and wagons in the transhipment 
sidings each day. Four steam locomotives are still 
kept in service for freight workings but, wherever 
possible, traffic is moved in wagons attached to the 
passenger railcar services. It had, of course, long 
been customary for the so-called ‘‘red vans’’ to be 
so attached but now it is quite usual to see also a 
standard van attached. The ‘ailcars can cope 
quite adequately and particularly now that there 
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The end of the line at Killybegs; abandoned station buildings at Glenties, closed to regular traffic in 1947 and altogether five years later; C.D.R. steam locomotive shunting in the S. and L. 
station at Letterkenny, 1958; right, Gardner-engined diesel railcar No. 18 at Donegal Station 


owner of the County Donegal system. It was in 
1906 that the G.N.R. and the Midland Railway 
took over the Donegal Railway and administered 
it through the County Donegal Railways Joint 
Committee with the exception of the Strabane— 
Londonderry section. This passed wholly to the 
Midland and thence to the N.C.C. and finally to 
the U.T.A. It was always worked by the C.D.R. 
until its closing to traffic on December 31, 1954. 


C.D.R. Buses 
There are, however, certain bus services which 
are the responsibility of the C.D.R. and these have 


Ardara and Killybegs has vanished completely 
beyond Glenties and, indeed, the Dungloe service 
has had in winter to be reduced to a Friday service 
operated also on fair days at Dungloe and Glenties 

To say that traffic has dwindled on the bus 
services is not to infer that it is non-existent and 
there are quite substantial loads during the summer 
months. It would, however, be optimistic to 
expect the development of markedly remunerative 
routes on the basis of the present network and 
that which will replace the railway services. So 
far a’ concerns the sections from Stranorlar to 
Donegal and thence to Killybegs and to Bally 


to allow Customs formalities to be carried out ex 
peditiously not only for traffic that has normally 
passed through that point but also for that previ 
ously checked at Castlefin. An accompanying draw- 
ing shows the method which is proposed for the 
construction of this road and also the route which 
it will follow, Preparatory work which includes 
the building up of the embankment on the north 
side to widen the road base is being carried out to 
the greatest possible extent and it is hoped that the 
conversion will be completed within a fortnight of 
the cessation of train services. That will, of course 
involve temporary arrangements for the movement 


is the 15 m.p.h. speed limit. Regular freight train 
workings now comprise only the 12.21 p.m. from 
Letterkenny to Strabane with the 3.50 p.m. from 
Strabane to Letterkenny and the 10.45 a.m. from 
Stranorlar to Strabane. The balancing working at 
2.45 p.m. ex-Strabane has provision made in the 
working timetable for its extension beyond 
Stranorlar to Donegal but, in point of fact, circum- 
stances seldom call for this eference should also 
be made to a somewhat unusual freight working 
by railcar between Strabane and Lifford Halt where 
the load comprises mail only in almost all cases. 
(To be continued) 
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Military Bus Service Application 





A* apptication on behalf of the Norther Com- 
mani of the Army was granted by the 
Northern area T Commissioners sitting 
at Newcastle. Mr. C. O. Vasey, trading as Otter- 
burn and District Coaches, applied last October 
to reduce certain early morning journeys on the 
Stage carriage service he operated between Cat 
cleu (Northumberland) and Newcastle, and 
produced evidence that conclusively established 
that he was operating at a loss. His application 
met with strong objection from a large body of 
rural and urban district councils and the applica 
tion had been adjourned by the Commissioners 
In the meantime, the military authorities had 
applied to the Commissioners to be granted a cer 
tifeate to enable them to carry their personnel 
civilians and families living at Otterburn Camp, on 
service transport for recreational purposes between 
the camp Newcastle, because ‘‘the existing 
facilities were neither suitable nor adequate and 
were not capable reasonably of being adapted to 
Such applications are 
not usually heard in public, but the Commissioners 
considered that as both applic ations were so closely 


connected it desirable for both to be heard 


and 


meet service req uiremne nts 


4 aS 


together. Mr. M. W. Wild for Northern Command 
York, said that the Army must have flexibility 
the proposed journeys did not fit in with their 
requirements For six months of the year ther 


were more than 2,000 men in the camp on Terri 
torial training and the civilian operator, Mr. Vasey, 
was tesapalie of coping with such a figure 
Military regulations allowed them to carry passen 
gers at a concessional rate, which was 6d. for the 
68-mile return journey 

Mr. J]. L. R. Croft pointed out that the ordinary 
fare was 6s. 6d. for the return journey, and said 
that obviously service personnel and their families 
would not use Mr. Vasey’s service even if put on at 
suitable times. Rural services could not be expected 
to survive if they were to be mulcted of potential 
passengers by such a fantastic fare, abstracted as 
the expense of the taxpayer. His client was willing 
to retime his journeys and he could cater for large 
bodies of men—as he had done before—by calling 
on fellow operators in the area. Granting both 
applications, Mr. Hanlon said that the problem was 
insoluble because, even if the service were 
adapted, he doubted whether service personnel 
would use it-—and this was something over which 
the Commissioners had no control. Different prin- 
ciples applied in the case of the Army whose per 
sonnel were directed to live in remote parts. The 
Commissioners would not be justified in taking 
away a privilege which they had enjoyed for so 
long. 


Dundee Parcels Express Depot 
ITTLE over a year after he acquired the busi- 
ness, Mr. Charles Alexander has just opened 
new headquarters and depot for Dundee 
Express Deliveries, Limited, at 26-40 Bellfield 
Street, Dundee. The new depot occupies a site of 
one acre and has been built up from the shell of 
what was formerly a foundry pattern shop. It is 
capable of accommodating 35 vehicles and also 
comprises an up-to-date workshop, new office suite 
and storage and warehousing facilities, the latter 


the 


a new departure for the Dundee concern. The 
depot is teleprinter-linked with other depots in 
London, Manchester, Liverpool and Aberdeen and 
Glasgow, and with larger customers who have telex 
in tailed. The first customer at the new depot had 
her household removal done free. 


New Soft-Drinks Vehicle 
NCREASED capacity and improved access to the 
load are features of a new vehicle for the soft 
drinks industry, recently completed by Bonallack 
and Sons, Limited, at Basildon, for Morgan's 


Brewery Co., Limited, Norwich. Designed for the 


pas*engers are being invited to send their opinions 
on the new vehicle to the department's head office 
The bus is E2 in the Liverpool fleet. 


Round-the-Gravestones Route 


PARLIAMENTARY powers are being sought by 

St. Pancras Borough Council to operate a 
small bus service in St. Pancras and fslington 
Cemetary at Finchley. A fare of 4d. is proposed 
for a one-mile journey. 


B.R.S. to Withdraw from United Carriers 
TOTICE has been given by B.R.S. (Meat 
Haulage), Limited, to United Carriers, 
Limited, to terminate its contract with that com 
pany with effect from a date to be agreed. This 
date will be not later than April 30, 1960. The 
B.R.S. board of management has agreed that sub 
sequent to this date to be agreed B.R.S. (Meat 
Haulage), Limited, will operate and trade direct 





An Albion Reiver RE25L soft-drinks delivery vehicle, described in an accompanying paragraph. 
The close-up is of the clip-on side load-retaining bars 


carriage of crated Coca-Cola, the 23 ft. 6 in. by 
7 ft. 6 in. light-alloy platform has a front bulkhead 
and side pillars extending to 4 ft. 6 in. above floor 
level and side-bars of aluminium-alloy tube fitted 
with Abbott fasteners. The use of the clip-on side 
bars permits the vehicle to be loaded to the full 
height of the sides, increasing the capacity of the 
body to an extent which would not be possible with 
panelled sides as, because of their size, these would 
not hang vertically when dropped. Both the 
platform itself and the inner face of the tailboard 
are of Dekaloy Mark I aluminium-alloy flooring. 
The chassis, an Albion Reiver RE25L, is equipped 
with Tecalemit Syndromic automatic lubrication. 


Liverpool Atlantean in Service 


\ THIRD experimental bus, a Leyland Atlan 
m tean, went into service for Liverpool Trans- 
port on December 14 on routes 82D and 82E 
between the City and the Speke area, and it will 
operate on these routes for approximately one 
month. Purchased by the department in order to 
gain operational experience with this type of 
vehicle, it will operate over selected routes during 
the next 12 months following the other two 
experimental buses for comparison purposes, and 


with its customers. British Road Services, with 
its 490 vehicles, is easily the largest single partici- 
pant and the largest shareholder in United Carriers. 
After the prolonged strike at Smithfield meat 
market last year there was a drop of about 25 per 
cent in meat imports and efforts are now under way 
towards a contraction of the activities of both 
B.R.S. and United Carriers, to bring them into line 
with current requirements. B.R.S. and United 
Carriers have been carrying out a joint inquiry to 
this end. 


Breach of Sale Contract 


N the Queen’s Bench Division Court, Mr. Justice 
Hilbery gave judgment for J. H. Sparshatt 
and Sons, Limited, Portsmouth, for £410 damages 
against Mr. Terence Regan, of Chun Farm, Hors- 
monden, haulage contractor, trading as Gaylord 
Iransport, in an action for breach of a contract to 
buy an Albion lorry from the plaintiffs. The plain- 
tiffs contended that they were entitled by way of 
damages to the loss of profit which they would have 
made on the sale, including loss of profit on body 
work specially made by them to the buyer’s order, 
and to the cost of painting the lorry to Regan’s 
requirements rhe latter did not appear, nor was 
he represented 
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Mr. D. Calcutt said that the plaintiffs had agreed 
to sell the lorry to Regan and at his request had 
built a special cab and bodywork, Since Regan 
had repudiated the contract the plaintiffs had made 
unsuccessful efforts to sell the lorry. The loss of 
profit which the plaintiffs would have made on the 
sale, together with the cost of painting and the 
expenses in attempting to persuade Regan to accept 
the lorry, was £410. 

The judge asked what loss had been. suffered; 
was there no available market for the vehicle? 
Counsel submitted that his clients were entitled to 


damages for the loss of bargain. Mr. Justice 
Hilbery: ‘‘But you still have the lorry. I must 
deduct the value of that from the damage which 


you say you have suffered. Section 50 (3) of the 
Sale of Goods Act, 1893, applies. The damage is 
the difference between the market price and the 
price at which you contracted to sell Counsel 
I am entitled to claim for the loss of profit on the 
and for expenses attempting to 
execute the contract The case is covered by the 
decision of Mr. Justice Upjohn in W. L. Thompson 
Robinson (Gunmakers) Ltd 1955| 1 Ch 
judgment for the sum 


sale incurred in 


~ 


ordship gave 


Tribunal on | 


[% its ritter 1dgm 
2, . 


Limited (MopERN TRANSPORT 


) 
sristow Decision 


nt ncernit appeal by 


1954 ar per iste 1 ix ‘ rv 
four years It is immate false 
of unladen weights on application forms in 
substituted made before 
lodged in the licensing authority’s 
that office They “made 
ured made’’ by the appellant 
Of the penalty to be imposed, the Tribunal notes 
that three of the six licences involved were due to 
expire in January, February and June this year 
Early applications had been lodged for new licences 
in these instances but its decision brought this 
prolongation of the three licences to an end. The 
rribunal says it has no doubt that the Metropolitan 
Licensing Authority when he hears these applica 
tions, will have regard to the previous conduct of 
the applicant and that he will also bear in mind 
that by next month for example the applicant 
will have been deprived of the use of the vehicles 
for no more than two months. Its previous observa 
tions about the purging of an offence can have no 
application to the pending applications because, in 
this case, the Tribunal had no power to fix the 
amount of the penalty or to secure that it was 
suffered. The Licensing Authority might refuse the 
applications, grant them wholly or in part, or pro 
long the period of penalty by adjourning the appli 
cations for an appropriate time. The applications 
referred to in this appeal were listed for hearing 
on Tuesday this week 
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Bus and Coach Developments 


Bristol Omnibus Co., Limited 
are applying to make permanent the 10s, all 
duced on an experimental! basis 

Birch Brothers, Limited, has increased the number of journeys 
ts London—Bedford relief coach service which uses the M1 
t rway. The route at the London end has also been modified 
to make possible picking up and setting down at North Finchley, 
Whetstone and New urnet There are now five journeys 
Monday to Thursday, six on Friday, eight on Saturday and six 
on Sunday 

Warburton Bros. (Bury), Limited, applies for the 
and tours from Tottington of Sheldon and Company 


ind its associated undertaking 
day tickets intro 







on 


excursions 
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Major Formative Influence 





By L. J. DUNNETT, C.B., C.M.G., Permanent 


Secretary, Ministry of Transport* 


N his book The Ministry of Transport and Civil 
Aviation Sir Gilmour Jenkins discusses at the 
outset the main interests of the State in trans- 

port. He concludes, ‘‘Surely they must all be 
overed by the broad answer, ‘the protection of 
the public interest.’ This has involved a diversity 
# functions: first of regulation; second, of pro- 
tection, third of encouragement and assistance.’’ 

There is no doubt that a Government in exercis 

ng these three functions in relation to transport 
egulatior protection and encouragement and 
ASSistance emerges as a ma I rm ive intluence 
British transport system ransport is a 
and 


RarLway 
Goods transport 
Passenger travel by 
Bnitisn Railways 
London Transport .. 24 
Total 472 
1 rail transport and tra about 2,990 
z taxes but excluding net investment and 
expenditure on roads 
create conditions in which there can be provided 
an efficient transport service. In a_ highly 
leveloped economy; such as the United Kingdom, 
the amount of the nation’s resources devoted to 
transport is already large. Consumers devote about 
£3,000 million annually of current expenditure to 
road and rail transport. This figure excludes net 
investment and expenditure on roads. (Table 1.) 


Consumers’ Expenditure 
Of this sum about £2,500 million goes on road 
transport and £500 million on rail and tubes. In 
1948 consumers’ expenditure on transport and 
travel was £462 million, in 1958 it was £1,247 
million. In percentage terms, the 1948 figure re- 
presented 5.4 per cent of total consumer expendi- 


TABLE 3 
Torat Frxep INVESTMENT AND INVESTMENT IN INTAND 
T RANSPORT—1957 





£ millions 





Investment in inland transport 





Total 

fixed 
investment Te road 
vehicles 


of which in 


roads 





yermany 3,920 
Austria 871 
Belgium 634 
>pain 296 
France 3,300 
Greece 40 
Italy -- 
Luxemburg 45 
Netherlands 816 
United Kingdom 3,685 
Sweden 892 3 28 41 

















ture; in 1958 it had risen to 8.4 per cent. (Table 2.) 
To complete the picture, figures of investment in 
inland transport should be added. A recently 
published report of the European Conference of 
Ministers of Transport gives the figures for 1957. 
As far as the United Kingdom is concerned, out 
of a total investment of £3,685 million, investment 
m inland transport accounted for £708 million, of 
vhich about £580 million was on road vehicles 
ind roads. (Table 3.) 

It is obvious that any discussion of roads and 
oad transport must have regard to the existence 
in this country of a complex and highly developed 


was appointed in 1928. The Royal Commission 
drew attention to the fact that existing legislation 
was drafted at a time when nobody could reason 
ably be expected to foresee the changes which the 
future was to bring forth and that generally speak- 
ing it was only by chance that any of its provi 
sions were applicable in the circumstances of the 
present. In fact, legislation undertaken in an era 
of horse transport was being applied to a rapidly 
TABLE 2 


Expt If 


expal ling motor ransport ystem Iter the 
Royal Commission there came the momentous 
Road Traffic Act of 1930, the main provisions of 
which will be familiar to my audience. It divided 
the country into traffic areas (though London was 
dealt with se parate ly bya subsequ: nt Act of 1933 

It provided for a system of regulated competition 
administered in the light of statutory criteria by 
trafic commissioners, with the right of appeal to 
the Minister. 

This legislation and its underlying policy have 
been, I suggest, outstandingly successful. Let us 
look at the record. It has served the public 
interest well by creating conditions in which per- 
haps the best public road passenger service in the 
world has been provided; it has been flexible 
enough to surmount the many crises which road 
transport has had to face since 1930; and it has 
created conditions in which a viable bus industry 
has grown up. The system was most recently 
reviewed and endorsed by an independent com- 
mittee in 1953. 

It is true that the bus and coach industry faces 
a new type of problem today. Its passenger carry- 
ings which rose in each year (leaving aside the 
war) from 1931 to 1955 have suffered an annual 
decline since 1955. In this the industry faces the 
same threat as all passenger transport systems, 
namely the loss of traffic due to the growth of 
private transport. But I should also mention that 
a modernised road system will have implications 
for the industry of which we are now seeing the 
first fruits. 


Goods Transport 

Roughly the same cycle of development has 
occurred in goods transport. After the war of 
1914-18 there was a wide entry into the business 
with all the characteristic signs of cut throat 
competition.. The Royal Commission on Transport 
of 1928 considered road haulage as well as passen- 
ger transport and, after further consideration by 
the Conference on Rail and Road Transport in 
1932, the Government enacted the Road and Rail 
Transport Act of 1933, This established a licensing 
system for goods vehicles which, broadly speaking, 
remains in force today. 

The road haulage industry has not, of course, 
been without its political vicissitudes. But it is 
fair to say that road transport as a whole is today 
a virile and growing enterprise. The total number 
of ton-miles performed by road transport in 1958 
was 23,100,000,000 out of an overall total for 
Great Britain of 41,400,000,000. Road transport’s 
share of the total had risen to this figure from 
18,800,000,000 in 1952. However, this general 
statement must at once be modified since the 
growth of the private haulage fleet has completely 


TABLE 4 
Goons Ventcites With Carriers’ Licences 





Contract-A 
April, 1936 15 
June, 1937 
December, 1947 
December, 1955 90,352 
September, 1959 90,521 


B Cc Total 
52,809 316,714 460,016 
§3,775 362,380 507 256 
64,418 487,151 649,446 
66,488 944,194 1,119,894 
73,698 1,124,966 1,317,372 





rail system, now in process of a thoroughgoing and 
intensive modernisation. Indeed, it is one of the 
ironies of the time that after many years of en 
forced stagnation it should now be necessary to 
press forward simultaneously the modernisation 
of both our rail and road systems. 


Public Passenger Transport 

The war of 1914-18 gave the same sort > 
stimulus to mechanical development and the use 
of the motor vehicle as did the second world war 
to aviation. As a result the 1920s saw a very 
rapid expansion in bus services, though the first 
motor bus had appeared in this country in the 
nineteenth century. There ensued ten years or so 
of fierce competition—competition between the 
buses and the railways and bitter competition 
within the bus industry itself, in which the lack 


overshadowed the growth of the public haulage 
fleet. Since 1936, the A and B licence fleet has 
grown by 19 per cent, while the C and A Contract 
fleet has increased by 258 per cent. It is usual to 
discount some of the growth of the C licence fleet 
because much of it is small vehicles on local work. 
The wider use of these light vans indeed explains 
most of the remarkable growth from 322,000 (in- 
cluding A Contract) in 1936 to 1,153,000 now, but 
proportionately it is the heavy C vehicle whose 
use has most increased. In the last eleven years 
the C and A Contract fleet not over three tons 
unladen weight has gone up by 114 per cent, but 
the over three tonners have increased by not less 
than 319 per cent. In practice the public haulage 
fleet performs about one-half of the total ton 
mileage performed by road transport as a whole. 
These figures are interesting, and they merit 
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new Buses . 
for sf 
Edinburgh ; 


ee ag 


The new 44-seater MCW bus bodies on Leyland Tiger Cub 


chassis now being supplied to Edinburgh have proved so suitable 


that the order has already been increased to one hundred. 


The handsome and practical bodies are of MCW patented 


Mark 8 construction, which has the advantage of combining 


immense strength and low weight, the outside stress skin panels 


being solid riveted to the framework. 


These bodies have 


proved their ability to stand up to the hardest service with very 


little expenditure on upkeep. 


METROPOLITAN 
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The NEW 


Firestone 
SUPER MILEAGE LUG 


THE DUAL-PURPOSE 
REAR-WHEEL 
TRACTION TYRE 


with all the features 


you’re demanding 
POWER BITE TRACTION 


of standards impaired the service to the public. study. At first sight they might seem to mean 
That these conditions were possible was attribut- that A and B hauliers have paid a very heavy 
able at least indirectly to the existing state of whens 2 
transport legislation. The Town Police Clauses ss ; g 
Act, 1847, cadena’ local authorities to licence Vemcizs Wira C anp Contract A Licences 
to ply for hire within the area of the authority, 7,425 weight 1908 p08 popes 
‘such number of hackney coaches or carriages Of Not over 3 tons ; 484,500 1,037,600 114 
any kind or description adapted to the carriage of Over 3 tons a 27,600 115.600 319 
persons’ as the authority might think fit. The Fotal 512,100 1,153,200 125 
Public Health Act, 1875, caused these powers to 
come into force automatically in all boroughs and 
urban districts and certain rural districts, and the 
Town Police Clauses Act, 1889, extended to omni- 
buses the appropriate sections of the 1847 Act. 
The significant point is that the licences were 
granted to vehicles and routes and not to services 
so that there was no statutory control of the 
number of services that could be introduced over 
any routes. The buses were able to rely heavily on 
the first instinct of the suburban bus traveller 
which, naturally enough, was for his own benefit. 
As the then Mr. Herbert Morrison put it in 1933 
in Socialisation and Transport, the town dweller A ; 5 . 
“Would like to be able to walk to the corner of his street towards a great ar Fete age oars private haulage. 
and find at least one bus with the right service number on Nevertheless, I find it significant that this trend 
it waiting anxiously for his custom and he would even like is common both to goods and passenger transport. 
a tube station within three minutes of his house. He probably The railways, the bus companies and the hauliers 
desires competition in the service which he is likely to use ete att fated with an immense growth ts thes ee 


without suffering any disadvantage from competition which . " 1 ‘ 
other people want.” of private transport. Moreover, this experience is 


This situation was brought under control as a common to most highly developed countries. I 
result of a Royal Commission on Transport which am inclined to think therefore that this is a more 
deep-seated problem than might at first appear. 

(To be continued) 








price for the protection which the licensing system 
affords them, and they might seem to suggest that 
their share of the country’s transport business 
might have been larger if the growth of public 
haulage had been allowed to proceed unchecked. 
As long ago as 1953, the Transport Act of that 
year modified the statutory criteria which licens- 
ing authorities must have in mind in considering 
new applications for A and B licences. The 
emphasis was now placed primarily on the interests 
of the user and only secondly on the interests of 
providers of transport. Already, therefore, public 
policy had shown itself sensitive to the trend 





* Abstract of Henry Spurrier Memorial Lecture, Institute of 
Transport. 








Be it on main roads, by-roads, or no roads the 
Super Mileage Lug tyre’s cross grooves, heavy 
shoulder lugs and circumferential ribbing 
will combine to give maximum bite and trac- 
tion and long safe wear. The dual-purpose 
Super Mileage Lug helps reduce mechanical 
maintenance too. Many so-called dual-purpose 
tyres slip and spin causing undue strain on 
engines and transmissions. But with the 
POWER BITE TRACTION of the Super 
Mileage Lug, this profit-draining problem is 
practically eliminated. 


MORE SKID DEPTH 

Deeper non-skid pattern than in 

highway tyres gives thousands of miles of 
sure-footed highway hauling. 

SUPER STRENGTH BODY 
Super Gum-Dipped, Tension-Dried cords 
make a really strong, durable body which gives 
big dividends in tyre mileage and vehicle 
efficiency. 


OUTPULLS AND OUTLASTS any tyre of its kind. 

svn where arte prt oe ware 
a s 

off-the-road and particularly severe. 


EXPERIENCE COUNTS 45 factories throughout 


the world. Firestone total 
sales exceed £1,000,000 per day. 










































COMFORT, power and running economy are 
built into the popular range of Commer 4-12 
ton forward control models. A wide-vision 
cab, fully-proved petrol or diesel power units, 
together with superlative engineering crafts- 
manship give sturdy, long-lasting reliability 
and are backed by the superb countrywide 
Rootes Service Organisation. The vehicle illu- 
strated is a special 7 ton van powered by the 
phenomenal Rootes two-stroke diesel engine 
developing 105 b.h.p. 
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COMMER CARS LTD. LUTON 


Long run or short 
-it’s far better by 











Beck & Polis 


cool, comfortable and quiet. 
%& Handsome appearance. 
*% Separate fully-adjustable driver's seat. 
*% Efforticss handling and manoeuvrability. 
*% Deep, wide-vision windscreen. 
* Chrome bore petro! engine also availabie. 


Full details from your local Commer Dealer. 


STRONGER ONGER! 


EXPORT DIVISION: ROOTES LTD. DEVONSHIRE HOUSE PICCADILLY LONDON W.! 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 





L.M.R. Services Going 
Passen train service between Crewe and 
Northwich ou the London Midland Region will be 
withdrawn on and from January 4, 1960. Also 
vanishing on that date is the service between 
Bidston and Seacombe. 
<—=eo~<—~x 
Longer Circle Line Trains 
All London Transport Circle Line trains will 
have been increased from five to six cars by the 
end of the year. This will raise the line-carryin 
capacity by 20 per cent. Fourteen trains are a 
on the Circle Line. 
—e~— 
Fifth Glasgow City Bridge Planned 
Preparations for the construction of a two-level 
Clyde bridge west of Broomielaw are to be urged 
forward by Glasgow Corporation so that work can 
start in 1963, after the Whiteinch—Linthouse tun- 


nel is completed. The road bridge would link 
Anderston Quay and Kingston Dock on the 
alignment of Carnoustie Street. The lower deck 
would carry local quay traffic, the upper deck 


traffic on an inner ring road 
<—o<— 
Vehicles through the Simplon Tunnel 
In future, shuttle trains composed of special 
trucks for motor-car transport will operate through 
the Simplon Tunnel between Brig and Iselle di 
Trasquera only instead of Brig and Domodossola 
This change, brought about by the introduction of 
facilities at Iselle di Trasquera, shortens the jour- 
ney and reduces the cost to car travellers. Advance 
notice is not necessary and passengers may stay in 
their cars during the rail journey. Coaches, etc., 
must still use Domodossola. 
—«8— 
Airbag Dunnage Freight 
Inflatable rubber bags of suitable size, capable 
of insertion to prevent the movement of goods in 
railway wagons, lorries or 1 F° are now manufac- 
tured by the R.F.D. Co., Limited, Godalming, 
Surrey. After use, they are quickly deflated by 
unscrewing a valve, and can be folded into small 
bulk for a return journey. The bag consists of a 
tough, protective outer casing made of a coated 
nylon fabric and an inner bladder. It can be made 
in dimensions from 2 by 4 ft. to 4 by 8 ft., or to 
suit individual requirements. When fully inflated, 
single bags can be used to brace gaps of up to 16 in; 
for larger gaps, superimposed bags are necessary. 
=O 
Trains on the Great Central Line 
The London Midland Region has announced 
final details concerning future passenger train 
services on the former Great Central main line. As 
from January 4, 1960, new trains will run at 
8.40 a.m., 12.40 p.m. (SX), 12.25 p.m. (SO) and 
4.30 p.m. from Marylebone to Nottingham, and 
at 8.40 a.m., 12.25 p.m. and 5.15 p.m. from 
Nottingham to Marylebone. All through trains 
between Marylebone and Sheffield, Manchester and 
Bradford will be withdrawn from the same date. 
As already reported in these columns, a train will 
leave Halifax at 8.30 a.m. and Huddersfield at 
9.03 a.m. for Sheffield Midland, where the coaches 
will be coupled to the 8.52 a.m. Bradford Forster 
Square to St. Pancras, returning at 5.05 p.m. 
This service will replace the South Yorkshireman. 


Quiet Nights at Crewe 

The public-address loudspeakers on Crewe 
Station are to be silent from 10.30 p.m. until 
5.30 a.m. daily in future. This decision follows 
complaints from sleeping-car passengers. Special 
announcements will continue to be made. 


— Or 
Cross-Channel Steamer Traffic 

During the summer of 1959 British and French 
Railways steamers transported a larger number of 
cars and holidaymakers to France than during any 
other year. The number of cars was just below 
190,000, an increase of 40,000. Passengers totalled 
just below 2,500,000, which is an increase of 
300,000 on the 1958 figure. Dover and Folkestone 
to Calais, Dunkerque and Boulogne, the short sea 
routes, continued to be the most popular services 
Almost 1,900,000 passengers and over 175,000 cars 
were carried on these routes. 

<—e<—* 
Union Man a Shareholder in B.M.C. 

At the annual meeting of the British Moto: 
Corporation a shareholder (later stated to be ar 
outside lorry driver and a member of th: 
T. and G.W.U.) asked the chairman, Sir Leonard 


Lord, whether B.M.C. had any plans to reduce 
recurrent labour troubles. Mr. G. W. Harriman 
deputy chairman and managing director, told him 
that it was the intention to improve communica 


tions with the shop floor by factory newspapers 
which will explain what the management is trying 
to achieve. 

=o 
Motorway Plans 

The proposed lines of two further sections of 
motorway were published last week by the Minister 
of Transport. They are from the Lancaster by-pass 
to the Preston by-pass (13 miles) and the 30-mils 
section from Dunston, passing between Wolver 
hampton, West Bromwich and Birmingham on the 
west and Walsall and Sutton Coldfield on the east. 
Both are part of the Birmingham—Lancaster 
motorway. The remaining section of the London 
end of M1, from Waterdale to the Watford by-pass 
near Aldenham, was opened on December 17. An 
M.o.T. map issued in this connection shows a pro- 
jected flyover at Brent Cross, the intersection of 
Hendon Way and the North Circular Road. 

=o 
Closed Shop Favoured by B.T.C. 

Sir Brian Robertson, chairman of the British 
Transport Commission, has issued the following 
message: ‘‘I should like every member of the staff 
to know that the Commission attaches great im- 
portance to being able, through the agreed 
machinery, to settle with the trade unions all 
matters which bear on the interests of the staff. 
I also wish to acknowledge the assistance and co- 
operation accorded by the trade unions to the 
Commission in dealing with the problems of our 
industry. It is the policy of the Commissior to 
give all facilities and encouragement to the staff to 
join their appropriate trade union and, while this 
is a matter for each individual to decide, the 
attention. of all existing staff and new entrants to 
the service is drawn to the desirability of trade 
union membership and to the facilities accorded 
to the staff through the recognised channels for 
expressing their views on all matters affecting 
their employment and welfare.’’ 
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elp modernise railways 


Pressed Steel Company a 
production of Diesel Railc 


Commission. 


modernisation programme for British Railways, and the 
order is a tribute to Pressed Steel’s outstanding record. 

In the last eight years Pressed Steel have supplied 80,000 
new wagons and more than 800 units of coaching stock. 


They have produced a wide 
gauges for railways at home 


PRESSED STEEL 


RAILWAY DIVISION, 
LINWOOD FACTORY, 


BELGIUM. 





These coaches are part of the railway 


London Office: RAILWAY DIVISION, 47 VICTORIA ST., LONDON, S.W.1, 
Head Office: COWLEY, OXFORD. 
Brussels Office: CANTERSTEEN 7, GALERIE RAVENSTEIN 30, BRUSSELS 1, 


Manufacturers also of motor car bodies, Prestcold refrigeration 
equipment and pressings of all kinds. 


d Steel 


re engaged in the quantity 
ars for the British Transport 


variety of wagons for different 


and overseas. 


COMPANY LIMITED 


PAISLEY, SCOTLAND. 


The Diesel Multiple Units 
from Pressed Steel are 
intended for use on the 
London Suburban Services 
from Paddington and 

in the West of England. 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 
Cheap B.E.A. Internal Fares 


B.O.A.C. ECONOMY CLASS 


HEAP night flights are to be introduced by 
British European Airways for the first time 
in the United Kingdom next April and will 

reduce some fares by up to 6s. in the £. Viscounts 
will operate early morning and late evening flights 
every day between London and Belfast, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. Fares on these flights will cost only 
£8 return in April and May, saving £2 10s. on 
daytime fares. From June to the end of October 
they will be given a normal seasonal increase to 
£10 10s. return but they will still cost £3 less 
than the day fares. Night flights will also start in 
April between London and Manchester, when the 
15-day return fare will be 29 per cent less than the 
cheapest day fares (£5 10s. against £7 15s.). From 
June the price will go up to £7 15s. compared with 
£9 9s. on day flights. On routes between the 
United Kingdom and the Channel Islands and on 
routes within the Irish Sea area, including the Isle 
of Man, monthly return fares—available on Sun 
days, Mondays and Fridays during the peak 
summer and on any day outside the peak period 
—will be reduced by between 5 and 7 per cent 
The normal return fare, which is the only one avail 
able for travel on Saturdays during the peak 
period will however be increased by 5 per cent 
The period of validity of excursion fares on thes: 
routes will be increased from 15 to 23 days. Owing 
to the withdrawal of 15-day excursion fares on 
first-class flights between London and Belfast 
Edinburgh and Glasgow next April and May, the 
return fares will effectively be increased to £16 
return. Every flight except night flights will be 
flown by mixed first- and tourist-class Viscounts 
thus providing a greatly increased frequency in 
first-class services. 





Berlin Airport for Caravelles 
Air France has announced that when its Paris— 
Frankfurt Caravelle flights are extended to Berlin 
they will use the airport at Tegel. 


United Drive for Freight 

United Air Lines will almost double its freight 
airlift in 1960, Mr. R. L. Mangold, director of 
cargo sales development, said recently. The first 
of six United DC7s now being converted to Cargo- 
liners would go into service in March. In 1960 the 
company’s all-cargo capacity would increase 93 per 
cent and it was estimated the airline would more 
than triple its cargo ton-mile figure in five years. 

British Air Traffic in October 

It is provisionally estimated from statistical 
returns so far received that United Kingdom air- 
lines’ traffic on scheduled and inclusive tour 
services in October amounted to 36.8 million short- 
ton miles. This was a 44 per cent increase over the 
October, 1958, traffic which was reduced by the 
B.O.A.C. strike. Capacity operated increased by 
$2 per cent to 58.6 million capacity-ton miles and 
the overall load factor rose from 58 to 63 per cent. 
In the first 10 monthe of 1959 traffic totalled 349 
million short-ton miles compared with 295 and 
278 million in the corresponding periods of 1958 
and 1957. 


Silver City Plaus for 1960 
Silver City Airways has announced that on 
April 1 its British air ferry terminal for the Ostend 
service will move to Manston, near Ramsgate— 
taking 10 min. off the cross-Chaanel flying time 
for this route. It also announced cuts in vehicle 
and passenger fares to and from Ostend for next 
summer. The vehicle fare cuts, coming into effect 
on June 16, range from 10s. to £3 10s. single, but 
passenger fares will be reduced by 6s. single from 
April 1. Off-season fares on all but the summer- 
only Deauville service will extend into mid-June 
instead of ending on May 31, in addition, the 
number of days on which peak fares Apply between 
Britain and the Continent has been cut from 20 
in each direction to 16 days outward from Britain 
and 12 days inward. Flight frequencies are to be 
increased and the airline plans up to 300 cross- 

Channel flights a day for next summer. 


Hawker Siddeley Bid for de Havilland 

The boards of Hawker Siddeley Group, Limited, 
and de Havilland Holdings, Limited, have an- 
nounced that following discussions they have 
agreed to recommend a merger of the two com 
panies. The merger will be effected by an offer by 
Hawker Siddeley Group, Limited, for the whole of 
the issued ordinary share capital and for the 
5} per cent preference stock of de Havilland Hold- 
ings, Limited. The terms of the offer are one 
Hawker Siddeley £1 ordinary share for each de 
Havilland £1 ordinary share and three Hawker 
Siddeley 54 per cent preference shares and £1 in 
cash for ever four de Havilland 5} per cent 
preference stock units. The formal offer will be 
subject to the approval of an increase in the 
ordinary share capital of Hawker Siddeley and the 
other usual conditions. It is considered that the 
integration of these two companies will be of great 
advantage to both, inasmuch as the de Havilland 
organisation is pre-eminent in the world of civil 
aviation and the Hawker Siddeley Group has vast 
experience in the military field. 


Economy Fares on B.O.A.C. Cabotage Routes 

Speaking in the debate on the Air Corporations 
Bill, the Minister of Aviation, Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
announced on December 17 that he intended to 
authorise the British Overseas Airways Corporation 
to introduce economy class fares on its cabotage 
routes to the West Indies, Africa and the Far East. 
These would vary between 10 per cent and 20 per 
cent below existing tourist fares. He was consult- 
ing the colonial authorities and other airlines con- 
cerned about the exact level of fares to be charged 
on each of these routes and the timing of the intro- 
duction. Before making his decision he had dis- 
cussed the matter with the independent airlines 
principally interested operating the routes to East 
and Central Africa. He was taking steps to ensure 
that the reduction in B.O.A.C. fares should not 
unfairly affect the colonial coach routes which these 
independent companies had so successfully opened 
up. The very low fares which some of the inde- 
pendent lines would like to introduce were distinct 
from the economy fares. Proposals for very low 
fares below the economy rates naturally affected the 
interests of the corporations. He was examining 
the problem with the independent companies and 
the corporations together and he hoped they would 
be able to work out a solution together which 
would give reasonable satisfaction to parties. 
The new licensing authority which it was proposed 
to set up would, it was hoped, help to settle dis- 
passionately differences which might arise between 
the corporations and the independents. 


BUSMAN AUTHOR 
RETIRES 








Mr. W. J. CROSLAND-TAYLOR, M.C., M.Inst.T. 


Retiring on December 31 as general manager and director of Crosville 
Motor Services, Limited, Mr. Winthrop James Crosland-Taylor will 
have completed 41 years in the bus industry since he joined the original 
Crosville company in January, 1919. In that time he has seen it grow 
to its present size as one of the largest bus undertakings wholly owned 
by the British Transport Commission. Born in 1894 at Helsby, where 
his father had founded the British Insulated and Helsby Cable Co., 
Limited, he was educated at Leighton Park School, Reading, and 
Liverpool University School of Engineering. During the 1914-18 
war he served in France with the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, and 
with the Royal Marines on a submarine mining station in the Orkneys. 
In January, 1919, he joined the Crosville Motor Co., Limited (pre- 
decessor of the present company), which had been founded by his 
father in 1906 to manufacture cars, but which had turned to bus opera- 
tion in 1910 as offering more chance of profit earning. For some years 
he looked after the outside interests of the company, which was rapidly 
expanding its area of operations and when, in 1929, the London Midland 
and Scottish Railway bought the business he remained as outside 
traffic manager with the new company formed to embrace L.M.S. and 
Tilling and British Automobile Traction interests in the following 
year. Expansion by absorbing former Great Western Railway, Corris 
Railway and Wrexham and District services in North Wales with the 
amalgamation of the Western Transport business took Crosville service 
buses far down the shores of Cardigan Bay at this time. In 1935, upon 
the death of his brother, Mr. Claude Crosland-Taylor, he became 
general manager under the chairmanship of the late Mr. W. S. Wreathall. 
With the division in 1942 of the ownership of Tilling and British 
Automobile Traction bus undertakings, Crosville came within the 
sphere of the Tilling Group and, thus in 1948 of the B.T.C. When 
Mr. Crosland-Taylor started with the company in 1919 the fleet 
totalled 20; it now exceeds 1,250 vehicles working in Cheshire, South 
Lancashire and throughout Northern and Central Wales. Mr. Crosland- 
Taylor is the author of two autobiographical books which illuminate 
his experiences in the industry and trace the development of the bus 
industry, especially in his own area—The Sowing and the Harvest and 
Nationalisation Without Tears. He is also a member of the Institute of 
Transport and a past president of the Omnibus Society. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Demolition at Euston 


YIELD FROM FUEL OIL DUTY 


R. W. WYATT asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government whether he would 
withhold his approval to the application 

now being made by the British Transport Com- 
mission for immediate permission to demolish the 
Doric Arch and Great Hall of Euston Station, in 
view of the fact that Euston Station was the first 
railway station ever built in any capital city and 
was included in the statutory list of buildings of 
historic interest. Me. H. Brooke replied that these 
buildings being on the statutory list, two months 
notice of any proposal to demolish them must be 
formally given to the London County Council 
who must forthwith inform him. He understood 
that no such notice had been received by the 
council 


Stand-in for Professor Jack 
fhe Minister a Transport announced that 
Colonel A. T. Maxwe has agreed to act as vice 


Hard Shoulders on Motorway 
in answer to Mr. |! MclI } Mari 
aid that heavy goods vehick had | dru 
come times on the hard shoulders of M1 and th 
need for remedi2z! measures was being examined 
Catering and other facilities will be provided by 
the spring of next year 


Employment of Traffic Engineers 
In a written reply to Mr. P. Goopmart, the 
Minister of Transport said that he was seeking the 
help of highway and local authorities in widening 
the field of employment for traffic engineers. There 
had been a notable increase in the number of post 
graduate and fellowships at universities 


Street Numbering 

Mr. Ernest Marptes: ‘‘I have no formal respon 
sibility for street numbering, but I would welcome 
the. clearer display of street numbers. 1! shall 
shortly be consulting local authority associations 
about reissuing a circular of guidance on street 
name plates and I will take the opportunity of 
consulting them about street numbers.’’ 


Tyres for the Motorway 

Mr. R. Harris asked the Minister of Transport 
what advice he had given, or intended to give, in 
the interests of road safety, to those using motor 
ways regarding the types of tyres required for fast 
speeds and their maintenance. Mr. Ernest 
Marptes Said he felt that no detailed advice from 
him was necessary, but he would reconsider the 
point in the light of further experience. 


Yield from Fuel Oil Duty 

Mr. j. Peyton asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer what he expected would be the yield, 
during the current financial year, of the duty on 
motor fuels. He was told by Mr. Heatucoat 
Amory that the budget estimate of receipts from 
the hydrocarbon oil duty incluced £315 million in 
respect of oils used in road vehicles. Mr. Peyton 
also asked what percentage of the national income 
would be devoted to the new roads and major 
improvement during the current financial year. 
Mr. Amory: ‘‘About 0.4 per cent.’’ 


Speed Linsit of Light Vans 

Mr. W. D. Carman asked the Minister of 
Transport which organisations among those his 
predecessor conned approved the proposal to 
increase the speed limit of light goods vehicles, and 
which disapproved. Mr. Yous Hay, the Joint 
Parliamentary Secretary, said that there was a 
wide variation of opinion, and it would be mislead 
ing merely to list the organisations which in terms 
supported or opposed an increase. The question 
was not decided on a numerical basis, but by a 
careful appraisal of the weight and cogency of 
the arguments advanced for and against the 
proposal. 





A new version of the film, The Peterborough 
Diesel Story, has been produced by the Perkins 
Film Unit. The film—the third edition—is in 
16-mm. colour and runs 27 min, It is available 
with commentaries in English, German and 
Spanish 


* 
Forthcoming Events 





December 29.—Institute of Transport (West Middlesex), P 
by i. ome i Sere. “Air Tranepert teen the Pilat’s 
‘oi of View. ildi i 
jel By ws ontrol Tower Building, London Airport 
December 30—January 9.—National Boat Show. At Earls Court. 
January 4.—Institute of Traffic Administration (Kent and South 
East), Paper by Mr. E. J. Cresswell, “Traffic Administra- 
tion At Wig and Gown Hotel, Maidstone. 7.30 p.m. 
PR gs jo jaaoert ms ood eaeeee. Discussion. 
iverpoo ‘ot poration P 
Hatton Gardens, ened .@ om. eee 
January 5.—South Wales and Mon. Railways and Docks Lecture 
and Debating Society. Paper by Sir Leslie Ford, ‘The Port 
of London Revisited.” At Angel Hotel, Cardiff. 6.30 p.m. 
Railway Correspondence a Travel Society (West Ria. 
lands) Paper by Mr. E. S. Tonks, “Red Earth and Green 
Engines.” At 64 Holyhead Road, Coventry. 7.30 p.m. 
Institute of Road Transport Engineers estern). Paper 
Mr J. Langdord-Allen, “The Use of Plastics in Road 
transport.” At Royal Hotel, Bristol, 630 p.m. 
January ¢.—Institute of Petroleum. A symposium, “Flow Pres- 
. of Aamualty Fuel Oils.” At 61 New Cavendish Street, 
. 530 p.m 
ay Students’ Association. New Year dinner and 
dance. 4 London School of Economics, Houghton Street, 
W.C.2. 6.15 p.m 


Institution of Railway | Engineers. Paper by Mr. 
E. Morgan, “The Electrical Bronenties of Concrete Lge 7.2% 
At Institution of Electrical Engineers, Savoy Place, W.C.2. 


6 p.m. 
Tnstitution sf a 
00; 


Captain H. 
George Street, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 
January 7.—Insiitution of Electrical Engineers. Hunter 
ial ture by Mr. H. G. Bell. “The jon of 





Memorial Lecture _ HG. . Protection 
Electrical Systems’ At Savoy Place, W.C.2. 5.90 p.m. 
Railway , iety ’ 

Paper Inspector R. Wellman, 

in ie ristol District.” At the Grosvenor ° ° 

5 p.m. 

January 8.—Railway Club. Paper Mr. C. R. Clinker, “The 
Hay Railway 1810-60." At the Royal Scottish Corporation, 
Fetter Lane, EC.4 7 p.m. 

Institate of Road Trans Engineers (South Wales). 
Brains Trust. At the South Wales Institute of Engineers, 
Park Place, Cardiff. 7.15 p.m. 

January 9.—Rzilway Correspon and Travel Society 
(Sussex and Kent). Annual dinner. At Regent Restaurant, 
Brighton. 6.99 p.m 

anuary 16-27.—International Motor Show. At Brussels. 
ebruary 18-28.—Internationa) Motor Show. At Amsterdam. 

March 10-20.—International Motor Show. At ‘ 

April mags og of Traneport. Fortieth Anniversary Con- 
gress. In London. : 

May 6-16.—International Motor Show. At Helsinki. 

May 17-20.—Public Transport Association Annnua) Conference. 
At Scarborough. 
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8 The Grove, Bristol 1 
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323 High St.. West Bromwich, 
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Morta Works, Lianelly 
LLANELLY 4303 


22-24 Bermondsey Wall West 
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CARDIFF 
10 Dumtries Place 
CARDIFF 21631 


Y SWANSEA 
Exchange Buildings 
SWANSEA $4171/5 


SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 


GCLASCOW 
12 Dixon Street, C.2 
CITY 3381 


11 Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 
CENTRAL 6386 


Pavilion Building, Pavilion Road 
West Bridgford 
NOTTINGHAM 83481 











MOBILE CRANES FOR HIRE 





PICKFORDS HEAVY HAULAGE SERVICE 
Abnormal Loads 


e. Lifting 


Branches in all large towns 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 





RATES.—The minimum charge for classified adver- 

tisements is 7:1. for 14 words or less, and 6d. for 

additional word. The name and address of the 

is charged at the same rate. If a box 

is 2s. extra is charged to cover our name 

address and postage. If set in paragraph form 
paragraph is estimated separately. ’ 

lotices and semi-display in the classified columns 

charged at the rate of 40s. per single column inch. 





SITUATION VACANT 
RANSPORT. Man 20/25 for Transport Office of large con- 
corn East Lane, North Wembiey. Some experience driver 


gapervision, completion usual forms and returns. Knowledge 
London area. Pension Scheme, Canteen, Social Club. Box No 
$625, Mopern Transport, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1 
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HISTORY OF WAGONS-LITS 
1875 — 1955 


by 
George Behrend, M.A., F.R.G.S. 


A new 32-page illustrated book 


Price 3s. 6d. 
Order your copy now from your bookseller 
or through the publishers 


MODERN TRANSPORT PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED 
3-16 WOBURN PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 
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MODERN TRANSPORT 
DECEMBER 26, 1959 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 





Future for the Railway Passenger 





The Editor ‘2 always glad to receive letters from 
readers on subjects germane to the transport industry, 
but these should be written as concisely as possible. 
The opinions expressed therein must not, however, 
be regarded as having editorial endorsement. 
Where correspondents desire to use a nom-de-plume it is 
essential that the Editor should be informed of the name 
and full address of the writer as indication of good faith. 


IR,—Your footnote to my letter published in 
your December 5 issue prompts me to reply 
to your query. “‘There seems to be no incom- 

patibility between operating 75-m.p.h. trains and 
retaining regular departures; how does our corres 
pondent know for certain that that is not what 
passengers want?’’ The answer can be summed 
ip in two words—by experience 
Consider the facts, wherever train services have 
been reorganised, which may or 
with the introduction of new forms of 
motive power, on the Southern Railway and later 


may not be con 


the Southern Region, large increases in passengers 
carried have case in point being th: 
Hampshire diesel schem« 


in estimated increa tran {5 per nt as 


resulted, a 


; 


50 per cent. It becomes necessary’to supplement 
the service by reintroducing some steam trains and 
adding an additional car to each train unit making 
it up to three cars. We find once again an increase 
in traffic where steam-hauled services have been 
revised on a regular interval basis, i.e. the cross- 
country services from Tonbridge to Oxted via 
Tunbridge Wells West worked by the ‘‘pull-and- 
push’’ method. At this point I cannot refrain from 
saying that as the passengers carried were so much 
greater in number on these cross-country services, 
one can only assume that many motorists must have 
decided not to drive their cars over the main roads, 
little better than twisting lanes, which you men- 
tion in your editorial; deciding to conserve their 
energies for the business in hand on arrival. 


Ingredients of Success 

Again when steam-hauled train services from 
Victoria to Tunbridge Wells West via Oxted were 
reorganised on an hourly basis, once more increases 
showed up in passenger traffic returns. 
gredients of success in all these cases, be it noted, 
are frequent train departures on an hourly cycle, 
good connections, carefully arranged stopping 
points for main-line trains, punctuality and chea> 
fares in off-peak periods. This overwhelming weig'it 
of evidence, that this is what the passengers want, 
cannot be ignored. For those who would like to 
pursue the details of these success stories, complete 
with statistical evidence, should consult ‘‘Southern 
Electric’’ by G. T. Moody, MoDERN TRANSPORT, 
September 19, 1959, and- the Railway Gazette, 
October 3, 1958. 

One important factor in the Southern Region's 
success in passenger-train operation, often over- 
looked, is due to the convenient stops which are 
introduced into majn-line train schedules. Although 
they reduce the average speed for the overall jour- 
ney of the train they are important to the passen- 
gers we carry. Before developing this point further 
let us consider at least one facet of ‘‘the motives 
of car owners when making journeys by road for 
which the railway is apparently suitable’’—vide 
your editorial. When a car owner is faced with a 
high-speed point-to-point train service, the question 
arises, is there a bus service to his ultimate destina- 
tion, how frequent is it, and where does he find the 
correct bus stop? Those who have tried to find 
the answers to these questions will know it is 
virtually impossible. One can lose much time on 
an overall journey if not in possession of local know- 
ledge. If one has luggage a taxi or a hired car 
only adds to the overall fare, and a man who has 
his own car is reluctant to employ someone else’s. 
Unless information about railhead buses and taxis 
is readily available, those high-speed trains from 
point to point will never fill. I am not convinced 
that railheads for passengers to finish their journeys 
by road is the best policy. To return to the point 
I was developing earlier, I cannot imagine what 
Southern Region passengers would say if they were 
rushed to a railhead at Margate and had to catch 
a bus back to Birchington, or to be taken to 
Hastings and taxi back to Cooden. To make it 
convenient for passengers, when the line was elec- 
trified to Hastings via Eastbourne, Cooden Halt was 
rebuilt and given station status at which the main- 
line trains to and from London call, in addition 
to the purely local trains. Of course multiple- 
electric operation with its high acceleration rate 
makes such stops practical. 


Planning Future Developments 

So in planning future developments, thought 
should be given to the right type of train, which 
need not be straight electric multiple unit, as diesel 
trains distributed throughout the train could be the 
prime movers, especially where traffic density does 
not warrant large sums of money being spent on 
the fixed assets of electrification. This type of 
train has the advantage of being able to work into 
another service within a short time after its arrival, 
a point about which I shall have something to say 
later. The closing of stations could be avoided as 
changes in the type of trains used and new operat- 
ing techniques resulting from their use can turn 
halts into stations, a loss into an asset, or at least 
break even and retain passengers to rail instead of 
losing them, maybe for ever. : 

This brings me to the statement that there is 
‘‘no incompatibility between operating 75-m.p.h. 
trains and retaining regular-interval departures. 
Of course there is no incompatibility. Increasing the 
operating speeds of trains cannot be achieved easily 
especially on lines of high-traffic density. It would 
be necessary to make a general increase in the 
speeds of all trains to avoid reducing track capacity 
and reducing train-unit utilisation. Doubtless 
passengers would like the speed, but would they 
like the price? It should be borne in mind that 
increases in speed can add considerably to operat- 
ing costs. This may mean increases in fares which 
would scare our passengers away. By improved 
operating techniques with faster schedules it may 
be before long they will get what they think 
they would like without the increased cost. The 
general speeding up, if properly planned, can be 
turned into an advantage as rolling stock will spend 
less time on its journey, and can after its arrival 
work into another service where previously another 
train was required, which in the end reduces the 
number of trains in service. Thus capital previously 
bound up in rolling stock is released for other 
purposes, ie. perhaps reduced fares or increased 
passenger amenities. In this increased tempo of 
operations the multiple-unit type of passenger 


The in- . 


train shows up to advantage, as unproductive 
terminal movements are eliminated. with conse- 
quent simplification of terminal luyouts. Train 
accommodation and power can be proportioned to 
the traffic offering, thus reducing operating costs 
still further. 

To quote your editorial again ‘‘slowly—all too 
slowly—trailways are realising the public desires 
faster travel.’ Indeed railways do realise this, but 
there is no need to develop the American-type 
hustle and take the wrong turning. The wrong 
turning could be high-speed trains to railheads and 
then lose all the time gained by higher speed by 
difficult bus journeys to destination, hence the 
private car owner thinks twice before committing 
himself to such a service, but he appears to be 
enjoying the Southern type of service, even in these 
cold, wet days of winter en travelling by train 
H. F. 


is best Yours faithfully 
ANDREWS. 


61 Braundion Avenue, 
Sidcup, Kent 


Rail Far es Structure 


S's -It was interesting to read Mr Tait’s 
h remarks on the evolution of the rail fares 


ire (MODERN TRANSPORT, 
14) yet it does seem th certain aspects there are 
still a number of changes in outlook which require 
to be made. 

For example, if I should wish to travel at an 
excursion fare on a Tuesday by the 9.30 a.m. 
(ordinary) train from Waterloo to Bournemouth 
the fare is 22s. 6d. However, if I travel on the 
9.33 a.m. (additional) train on a Sunday the fare is 
only 15s. Undoubtedly many more passengers are 
able to make the journey on a Sunday—hence the 
special train. Yet in spite of this greater demand, 
and the fact that on wages alone the operating 
costs on Sunday are higher, the railway manage- 
ment charge a “wer fare on Sundays than by a 
comparable wee.‘ay service. I have mentioned 
but one instance on the Southern Region; a 
scrutiny of railway excursion handbills will reveal 
others. One is bound to find this very bewildering 
when by contrast the railway’s coach competitor 
usually charges a higher fare on Sundays and bank 
holidays and also applies a differential between 
summer and winter fares. 

Whilst it may be premature to criticise the new 
five-day ‘‘off peak’’ ticket facility I find difficulty 
to understand the Commission’s aim in introducing 
these fares. If the intention is to attract com- 
muters to travel out of the peak something much 
more attractive is needed. The difference between 
the monthly season ticket rate and the comparable 
multiple of these five-day*tickets is so small that 
for a matter of a few pence per week the monthly 
season ticket holder can enjoy the added privileges 
of unlimited journeys, no peak hour restriction, 
and break of journey at will.—Yours faithfully. 


3 Bodney Road, F. W. Ro ire. 
London, E.8. 


November 


at in 


Carals Again 

IR,—In your issue of December 12 you quote 
Mr. Geoffrey Wilson, M.P., as having said 
that there are 1} miles of canal between each 
lock in Great Britain and 15 miles in West 
Germany. The correct figures taken from official 
sources of canals and rivers (non-tidal) are: canals 
only, Great Britain 1.3 miles, West Germany 9.3 
miles; cauals and rivers combined, Great Britain 

1.6 miles, West Germany 12.4 miles. 

The number of locks per mile in West Germany 
is steadily rising. The Moselle is being canalised 
to provide depth for 1,000-tonners up to the 
French frontier, and work on the Main for 1,500 
tonners has reached Bamberg, where the river is 
504 ft. higher than the Rhine. This navigation is 
to continue by a new canal (rising another 600 ft. 
above Bamberg to its summit) to Nuremberg and 
the Danube (at Kelheim). Completion of the 
Moselle is scheduled for 1963 and of the Rhine- 
Danube navigation for 1969. 

In France the Rhéne is being canalised rapidly 
between Lyons and Avignon. It is planned to 
continue by making the Rhéne-Rhine canal avail- 
able for 1,500-ton tankers. On the Seine traffic 
between Paris and the confluence of the Oise has 
reached over 14 million tonnes annually, and 
steps are to be taken to improve the navigation by 
reducing the number of pounds. Measured in ton 
miles West German waterways carry 66.5 times 
as much as British. I do not suggest that a valid 
comparison can necessarily be made, but I do say 
that our facts should be correct, and that we 
should take due note of the important role played 
by bulk transport in the Continental economy.— 


Yours faithfully, R. G. R. Carver. 


45 Woodwaye, 
Oxhey, Watford, Herts. 


T.RT.A. Survey 


IR,—Is it not rather ingenuous for the secretary 

of the Traders’ Road Transport Federation 

to say (MODERN TRANSPORT, November 28) 

‘‘we lay no claim to perfection in the survey’’ of 

C-licensed vehicles? The published report stresses 

the neutrality and impartiality of the analysis and 

compilation of tables, and declares that ‘‘this 

document was checked by an _ independent 

statistician as a precaution against bias, selectivity, 

inaccuracy or lack of reasonable statistical argu- 

ment.’’ All rather strong claims if the survey falls 
far short of perfection. 

Mr. Coulson’s letter (November 14) mentioned 
one source of bias affecting the comparison with 
public haulage by rail and road. It might have 
been informative to know how recently the firms 
concerned in the inquiry had had experience of or 
quotations from public hauliers, and whether they 
had recourse to public transport when their own 
vehicles were fully employed. 

A much more general complaint is that the 
survey claims to represent C-licence operations 
generally, yet the average fleet in the survey is 
10 times the national average size. Indeed 98 per 
cent of the survey vehicles were in fleets of more 
than average size. The survey to some extent 
indicates, as would be expected, that the larger 
the vehicle fleet the greater the efficiency—for 
instance, a separate transport department giving 
close attention to costing becomes possible. But a 
survey of the operations of such large fleets, no 
matter how imperfect, is hardly a source of authori- 
tative data on C-licensed vehicles as a whole.— 
Yours faithfully, D. T. Carrns. 


5 Thurlby Road, 
Wembley, Middlesex. 
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THE BULLO PILL RAILWAY 
First Railway Tunnel 150 Years Old 


By C. R. CLINKER, President, Railway and Canal 


Historical Society 


HE Forest of Dean, situated in the south-west 
corner of Gloucestershire, and bounded by 
the rivers Severn and W ye, was long noted 

as a royal hunting ground. The greater part of it 
is still Crown property and afforestation is in the 
hands of the Forestry Commission. It has a coal 
and iron field of some 35 square miles in which 
iron-ore quarrying and smelting date at least from 
it became well-known as 
building the Nav 


‘ 
Roman times. Later 
important source of timber for 
‘wooden walls.’’ 

By 1800, deve loy nent the miner: 
felling of trees iderable 
tions, but bot! 
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Original and subsequent routes of the Bullo Pill Railway and 


its extensions 


ports of shipment, Lydney, Redbrook, Lydbrook, 
Monmouth and Bullo Pill. Even the principal 
roads were described as being ‘‘in a very dilapi 
dated and ruinous state and totally impassable in 
winter.’’ Because of the difficult terrain there were 
no canals within the Forest area. 


Railways Make Early Start 

The solution lay in adoption of railways and 
tramroads as the means of conveyance from the 
Forest to riverside wharves and as early as March, 
1800, a meeting was held to consider making such 
a line from the principal colleries to Lydbrook, on 
the River Wye. In the event this did not material 
ise, but within 10 years three substantial lines were 
authorised and under construction, viz.: the Bullo 
Pill, the Lydney and Lidbrook (sic) and the Mon- 
mouth. Between them these catered for practi 
cally the whole of the Forest. Though conveyance 
of minerals and timber was the main objective, it 
may be noted that the Monmouth Railway Act of 
May 24, 1810, was the first specifically to authorise 
carriage of passengers by railway. 

Construction of the first of these tramroads, the 
Bullo Pill, had in fact commenced in 1807, from 
Cinderford Bridge to the west bank of the Severn 
at Bullo Pill, about 16 miles below Gloucester. This 
line, nearly 4} miles long, was the private property 
of Sir James Jelf, Roynon Jones, Margaret Roberts 
and William Fendall, and was built on land leased 
from the owners for 100 years under an agreement 
of July 4, 1807. Anyone familiar with the tradi 
tional independence of the Foresters and Free 
Miners and their practice of self-government to a 
legree only permitted in a few parts of the realn 
will not be surprised to learn that the line was 
built without Parliamentary authority. Its length 
included one major engineering work, a tunnel of 
about 1,000 yards under Hay Hill, sometimes 
known as The Hae. The cast-iron plate rails, of 
normal L-section pattern, were laid on stone blocks 
to a gauge of 4 ft. The motive power was horses 
and mules, the teams often being led by women 
In common with most early 
tramroads, the Bullo Pill was 
laid out so as to descend in the 
direction of the loaded haul, thus 
enabling the maximum load to 
be taken on each run. The line 
fell from 600 ft. above sea level 
at Churchway, to about 35 ft. at 
Bullo Docks. Today the ruling 
gradient in the reverse direction 
is 1 in 48 near Upper Soudley and 
1 in 41 on the Bilson—Church- 
way section. 


Opening 
The precise opening date ap- 
pears to have escaped record, but 
the Gloucester Journal for Sep- 
tember 4, 1809, says: ‘‘We are 
happy to announce the comple 
tion of the tunnel through Hay 
Hill to the Forest of Dean, which 
is thus connected with the River 
Severn, and a channel conse 
quently established, by means of 
which the valuable prodw< ‘ions 
of the Forest may be brougt to 
market with a facility hitherto 
unknown.”’ This would appear to indicate that 
the line was brought into use towards the end of 
August or in the first few days of September, 1809. 
Thus the first tunnel on a public railway in the 
British Isles, probably in the world, celebrates its 
150th anniversary this year, as indicated editorially 
in MoDERN TRANSPORT of September 26. 
Meantime, the owners, wishing to extend their 
railway, decided to seek Parliamentary powers and 
on June 19, 1809, Royal Assent was given to an 
Act incorporating them as the Bullo Pill Railway 
Company and authorising a 2}-mile extension from 
Cinderford Bridge to Church Colliery and sundry 
branches. This was first used in March, 1814. 
The Act provided that only the Free Miners and 
H.M. Surveyor-General (who was responsible for 
timber in the area) should use the Cinderford 
Bridge—Bullo portion, unless the company agreed 
otherwise. There is evidence, however, that it was 
pretty generally used as a public railway, with or 
without such permission. 
The slump following the 


Photograph) 


Napoleonic Wars 


greatly reduced the traffic on the line and in 1825 
the company was looking aro ind for anyone 
interested in its purchase. An offer was made by 
a local mining magnate, Edward Protheroe, who, 
with three members of his family and 13 others, 
decided to form a new company with a capital of 
£125,000 to take over the Bullo Pill. They secured 
n Act on May 5, 1826, incorporating themselves 
the Forest of Dean Railway Company, witl 
hase the old line and open the 
rivate sectio! betwe Cinderfor 
illo Pill to public trz 

of tf 1 

*t 


ect 


WHIMSEY HALT (CINDERFORD GW GOODS DEPOT 


LSON 1 CINDERFORD (S&WJR) NEW STA 
RUSPIDCE HALT & COODS DEPOT 


Sold to the South Wales 
; Act of July 27 1846 
ed the South Wales Rail 
t xtend from Chepstow to 
: ige Court, ¢ 
Forest of Dean’s line near its 
Bullo terminus This appeared 
to be a good opportunity to sell 
out to the newcomer and the 
South Wales’s Act of the follow 
ing year gave them power to rent 
purchase the 74-mile Forest 
of Dean undertaking. Outright 
purchase was completed in Sep 
tember, 1850 As an associate 
of the Great Western, the 
South Wales Railway was, of 
course, built on Brunel's famous broad gauge, and 
the Act provided for the necessary alterations for 
converting the Forest of Dean from a 4-ft.-gauge 
horse tramroad to a full-size 7-ft.-gauge locomotive 
line. It also allowed abandonment of the final 
three-quarters of a mile into Bullo Docks, a north 
ward curve to join the South Wales main line and 
a new line to the riverside in lieu 
The ‘‘necessary alterations’’ extensive, 
involving enlargement of the tunnel under Hay 
Hill, shown on plans for the first time as 1,083 
yards long, and construction of two new tunnels, 
one under Bradley Hill (339 yards) and the other 
near Blue Rock (297 yards). The Bullo Pill Rail 
way ran from Soudley Furnaces at the west end of 
the long tunnel, along the valley on the course of 
the present B4227 road, regaining the original site 
at Soudley Siding, where the short siding is, in 
fact, on the old formation. This sinuous course 
was unsuitable for the necessarily wide 7-ft.-gauge 
curves and Bradley Hill tunnel was cut to by-pass 
it. Similarly, Blue Rock tunnel was made to 
eliminate a sharp detour. Apparently all three 
tunnels were shortened in actual construction; their 
lengths are now 1,064, 299 and 109 vards 
respectively i 


ossing over the 


{BULLO PILL DOCKS 


were 


Reopening and Conversion 

These works were commenced in 1851, and as 
the tramroad was still carrying a substantial coal 
traffic it had to be kept open during the coriversion; 
Brunel, as engineer to the South Wales Railway, 
was responsible for the work and described thx 
enlargement of the long tunnel, with no ventilation 
us and difficult work.’’ At length, 
after three years, the Forest line was opened on 
July 24, 1854, as a broad-gauge branch of the 
South Wales Railway. The changeover had cost 
about £120,000. A public goods station was pro- 
vided at Ruspidge, also at Cinderford (near the 
later Whimsey Halt) on a }-mile extension from 
Bilson Junction. Passengers were not conveyed. 

The amalgamation of the South Wales Railway 


Sliafts, as ted1o 


: 


[Dean Forest Mercury 


A freight train approaching Soudley Crossing and Bullo 
Tunnel with Hay Hill in the background 


with the Great Western on August 1,1863, did not 
affect the Forest line. However, the decision taken 
eight years later to convert the whole of the South 
Waies line and its numerous branches, from broad 
to narrow (4 ft. 8$ in.) gauge, had interesting 
results on the Forest of Dean, for it meant that the 
line would be worked on yet another gauge, the 
third in 63 years. The narrowing took place during 
the weekend of May 11-12, 1872, the opportunity 
being taken to ease the curve over a river bridge 
between Hay Hill (now Bullo) and Bradley Hill 
tunnels. The abandoned formation at this point 
may still be seen. 


Increased Traffic 
rhe last quarter of the 19th century saw a con- 
siderable increase in traffic on the Forest line. New 
collieries were connected to it and a 1-mile exten- 
sion from Cinderford Goods station to Speedwel! 
opened in July, 1885. Eight trips a day were run 
over the single line on weekdays at the turn of the 
(Continued on page 12) 





Mileage at a glance 
with AAE! RAILWAY MILEAGE RECORDERS 


drive and resilient mounting for 
attachment to axle-box cover. It is 
interchangeable with AEI Type JB 
tachogenerator for axle-shaft drive. 
Form B is a counter unit with re- 
duction gearing for incorporation 
with AEI Type RC tachogenerator, 
driven from the generator shaft. 


Accuratemileage recording, essential 
for efficient operation and mainten- 
ance of railway rolling stock, is 
greatly simplified by these new AEI 
mileage recorders. They are 
designed for axle-box mounting and 
are available in two forms. Form A 
is a complete counter unit with 





mucage cr a short 3 if 
sufficiently accurate for normal record p itt 
Maximum error at any time will not exceed 
approximately 4 per cent 





For more details on ABI Mileage Recorders for 
railway service please write. Our staff of specialist 
engineers will be glad to advise you 





- Associated Electrical Industries Ltd. 


TRACTION DIVISION — Trafford Park, Manchester, 17 
Sheffield + London 
K/A S053 


Manchester + Rugby - 








axles 
solid wheels 
disc centres 
assembled pairs 
of wheels and axles 





for all classes 
of railway rolling stock 


tramway tyres and axles 


gear wheel forgings 
and rolled steel rings 


JOHN BAKER & BESSEMER LTD 


KILNH URST STEELW ORKS GPO BOX No. 3ROTHERHAM YORKS 


TELEPHONE: MEXBORO’ 2154/5/6/7 and 3793 TELEGRAMS : TYRES MEXBORO’ 


London Office: LOCOMOTIVE HOUSE BUCKINGHAM GATE LONDON S$.W./. ViCtoria 5276-49 
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Successful Bedford Sales Promotion 





OST successful sales promotion enterprise the 
compat’ has ever staged since the first 
Bedford was made nearly 30 years ago,”’ 

is the verdict of Mr. C. G. Tipper, Vauxhall Motors 
export sales manager, on the Bedford Trans-Europe 


caravan. The caravan, of 14 types of Bedford 
vehicle, ended its transcontinental journey at 
Turku, Finland, six months, 11 countries and 


9,344 miles after its start in Portugal. Excluding 
a small number of individual demonstrations and 
brief stops in small towns, major displays were 
given in 190 different towns and cities. Mr. Tipper 
said that although Bedford vehicles had always 
been well thought of in Europe, the convoy had 
resulted in a new awareness of Bedford value and 





quality The increase in sales produced by the 
convoy has already been dramatic. Dealers’ orders 
in Sweden, for example, are 75 per higher 
han at the same time last year he commented 
Long-Term Effects 

But what is even more important are the real 
indications of a higher level of sales in the years 
ahead Three ti ngs particularly impresses : 
first was t wirmation of our Dbelel that with a 
variety of products as wide as the Bedford rang 
nothing élse is so effective as on-the spot demon 


strations. Second was the degree of support we 
received from official circles in the various countries 
we visited. Mayors, police chiefs, consular officials, 
even Her Majesty's ambassadors took part in cere 
monies to welcome the caravan. There was real 
evidence of enthusiasm towards this example of 


Mritish saies promotion. Finally, there was the 
interest taken by the Press. The story of the 
caravan's arrival made the main news page in 


hundreds of different newspapers, from the 
southern tip of Europe to the Arctic Circle.”’ 
He said that while interest in the Bedford Cara- 


van had been on a high level all through the tour, 
it was in Finland that it reached its peak. Atten- 
dance at displays in that country ranged from 
2,000 to 7,000 people. Orders flowed in to Bedford 
dealers. The convoy manager added that they had 
only to stop in a village or on the road and in 
no time there were 50 to 100 people around the 
vehicles. Mr. Tipper “a tribute to General Motors’ 
plants, which distribute Bedford vehicles in the 
countries through which the convoy passed, for the 
way in which they had arranged all the details of 
the tour; with their help the caravan had earned a 
reputation for military precision on the road and 
on display and for faultless time-keeping and 
reliability despite six different teams of drivers and 
a wide variety of road conditions. Only one of the 
14 Bedfords has returned t England All the 
thers have been bough th lan 
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Engine Heater 
A* immersion heater designed f 
bottom radiator hose has beer 
by Eltron (London), Limited It of 
from a.c. or d.c. mains voltages and is availa 


with loadings from 250 to 500 watts 


Rootes-Engined Swiss Coach 
HAT first 

public service vehicle to be p 
; Rootes oppose d piston tw 
engine has been designed by the Swiss coachbuild 
ing firm of Lauber, Nyon. A prototype of the 
integrally built 22-seat vehicle has been completed 
and is undergoing trials. The engine is accomm« 


rear-engined 
wered by a 


diesel 


is believed to be the 


stroke 





LONDON MAIN LINE 


TERMINAL 
STATIONS 


Westinghouse 
Brake and Signal Co. Ltd. 
82 York Way, London, N.1 
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Tmas.iNe 
EQUIPMENT 


1. Charing Cross, Southern Region. 
107-lever power frame. 


2. Cannon Street, SouthernRegion. 
167-lever power frame. 


3. LondonBridge, Southern Region. 
311-lever power frame. 


4. Waterloo, Southern Region. 
309-lever power frame. 


5. Victoria, Southern Region. 
225-lever power frame. 


6. Euston, London Midland 
Region. 227-lever power 
frame, with electro-pneu- 
matic point operation. 


. St. Pancras, London Midland 

Region. 205 routes. O.C.S. 
route relay interiocking with 
electro-pneumatic oper- 
ation of points. 











MODERN TRANSPORT 
DECEMBER 26, 1959 


for installation in taxis. 
12,000 miles a month and are said to have a con- 


dated in a short rear extension of the body. A These taxis average up to 
five-speed transmission and two-speed rear axle are 
fitted. The unladen weight is 4 tons 8 cwt. and the 
maximum speed is stated to be 56 m.p.h. In addi- 
tion to the Clayton Dewandre vacuum-hydraulic 
braking system, an electromagnetic Telma retarder 
is installed in the transmission. A roof rack for 
luggage is supplemented by large-capacity under- 
floor lockers lying within the wheelbase of 12 ft. 1 in. 
and is accessible from both sides. The. overall 
length of the new Lauber coach is 24 ft. 3 in. 


sumption rate of about 56 m.p.g. Local fiscal 
arrangements make it economic to fit a Four 99 
diesel engine for mileages as low as 200 a month. 


Scammells Join New Zealand Army 


HREE of the many specialised cross-country 
vehicles exported by Scammell Lorries, 


Limited, member of the Leyland Group, have 
become the biggest vehicles in operation with the 
New Zealand Army. 


: ‘ Three-axle Scammell Explorer 
Heavy-Duty Exterior Mirror F 
T ESIGNED by James Neal and Sons, Limited, 
for exterior fitting on modern commercial 
goods and passenger vehicles is a new 
Raydyot heavy-duty mirror. The unit is finished = 
in polished aluminium and silver enamel, has com 
pletely universal adjustment and two-hole fixing 
bracket and is available with either flat or convex 
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Small-Diesel Popularity in Malaya 
] IESEL engines are bringing about a minor 
) rey ition in the taxi business throughout 
M rding t t sport from the 


Federati taxi operators are switching from 
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— suspension and are designed to operate with loaded 
15-ton trailers under conditions impossible for 
normal off-road wheeled vehicles. For exception 










ally bad conditions, the three Explorers carry 
—— special chains which can be fitted to their rear 
= bogie wheels in the form of tracks. They have 


cooling and lubrication systems arranged for opera 
=tion on gradients up to 25 deg. and side slopes of 

15 deg. They are permanently water-proofed up 
-to 2 ft. 6 in. for wading and negotiating landing- 
craft ramps 


Statistics 
issued by the Federation Road Transport Depart 


Ua esel f ¢ ate z m ~ 
petrol to diesel at a rate of 100 a month Russians at Geneva Show 
eae by the Russian motor 

industry in the Swiss Motor Show in 1960 

will add to the international character of this 
annual event. Russian products on exhibition will 
include both cars and commercial vehicles. For 
the coming event, which is the 30th in the series 
and will be open in Geneva from March 10 to 20, 
a new hall with about 21,000 sq. ft. floor area is 
being added to the exhibition hall 


POP sno IMEX emvers 
MAKE A MAIN LINE CONTRIBUTION 

70 BRITISH RAILWAYS 
ROLLING STOCK 


ment show that the number of diesel taxis regis 
tered in Malaya was almost doubled in three 
months, the total of 382 on the road on June 30 
having risen by Se ptember 30 to 701. Chief agent 
of this dieselisation is Perkins Engines, Limited, 
Peterborough; more than 1,300 1.6-litre Perkins 
Four 99 engines, which are suitable for a wide range 
of popular cars, have been ordered for Malaya and 
Singapore in the last 18 months, at least 95 per cent 


















The essential feature of “POP” and 
“IMEX” rivets is that only one 
operation, by one operator work- 
ing from one side of the material 
only, is required to set the rivet 
This speed and ease of setting con- 
siderably reduces assembly costs, 
eliminates damage and distortion of 
the structure and provides a tight, 
positive and vibration-proof joint. 
Investigate their application in your 
own products—we will be pleased to 
give any advice you may require 






Main line Diesel Electric Locomotive built by British Railways at their Derby 
Locomotive Works. Because of their reliability, cost-saving effect and ease of 
setting. Tucker “POP” and “IMEX” Rivets are used for the fixing of exterior 
panels and roof. 

The Geo. Tucker Eyelet Co. Ltd., is proud to make this contribution to the 
new look in British Railways rolling stock. 


TUCKER EYELET Co. Ltd. 
Walsall Road. BIRMINGHAM, 22B 


Telephone: BiRchflelds 4811 (9 lines) Telegrams: EYELETS, BIRMINGHAM 
Consultants: AIRCRAFT MATERIALS LTD., Midland Road, London, N.W.1 


Phe trade marke“ POP” and “IM BX™ are registered te reczect of rivets in the United Kingdom end mang other countries tm the name of the Geo. Tucker Eyelet Co. Led 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 





B.T.C. Christmas Message 

| hg a message to members of the staff throughout 

the undertaking, Sir Brian Robertson, chair- 

man of the British Transport Commission, 
last week reminded them that ‘Christmas is here 
again. Great preparations are afoot in every home. 
Our trains, buses and coaches are crowded. Our 
parcels and goods depots are humming: so are our 
ports. Our hotels are well booked. Just when 
most other people are looking forward to a ‘stand- 
easy’ and a good time, you have to work harder 
than ever. Moreover our weather is apt to be at 
its worst just now, making it all the harder to 
move the traffic. It is good to be busy. I am sure 
that you agree with that. After two rough years, 
Christmas this year holds out to us promise of 
busy times ahead, of progress in our great industry, 
ind a hope of better times for those in it. So—a 
very happy Christmas to you and your families, 
and the best of fortune to you and to all of us in 
1960. 





When the Minister of Transport, Mr. Ernest 
Marples (centre) visited the hump cabin at 
Temple Mills new marshalling yard, he was 
accompanied by (left to right) Sir Brian 
Robertson, chairman of the B.T.C.; H. W. 


Few, traffic manager (Liverpool Street); 
H. B. Onyon, the yardmaster; T. G. Gibb, 
general manager of B.R.S.; and W. G. 
Thorpe, line traffic manager (Great Eastern) 


Mr. Kenneth Baird has been appointed personnel 
manager of F. Perkins, Limited, of Peterborough. 
Mr. Baird, who is 37, has been head of the 
Iudustrial Welfare Society’s education and training 
department since 1955 

* * * 


The Tilling Group announces that Mr. R. 
Wigmore, A.C.A., who is at present secretary of 
Wilts and Dorset Motor Services, Limited, has been 
appointed secretary of the Western and Southern 


National Omnibus companies with effect from 
February 1, 1960 
* * * 


At the January 6 meeting of the Institution of 
Railway Signal Engineers, Mr. E. Morgan, of British 
Railways Research Department, will read a paper 
on the electrical properties of concrete sleepers; 
rail-to-rail resistance and the types of rail fastening 
approved for use on track circuited lines will be 
among the subjects covered. 

* * * 


The Institute of Traffic Administration 
announces that its annual conference will be held 
from May 20 to 22, 1960, in Nottingham; the 
headquarters will be the Black Boy Hotel. The 
proceedings will open on the evening of Friday, 
May 20, with a discussion on the future pattern of 
traffic in Britain. On the morning of Saturday 
there will be a visit to the British Railways 
marshalling yard at Toton and in the afternoon a 
coach trip to Belvoir Castle. The annual dinner 
and dance will be held at the Masonic Hall, 
Nottingham, in the evening, in the presence of the 
president, Lord Merrivale. 

* * * 


Mr. W. M. Dravers has been appointed chairman 
of the Gateshead and District Omnibus Company, 
[Tynemouth and District Transport Co., Limited, 
and Wakefield’s Motors, Limited, all of which are 
subsidiary companies of the Northern General 
lransport Co., Limited, in succession to Mr. W. T 
James, O.B.E., who has resigned from the boards 
of those companies. Mr. W. T. James remains 
chairman of Northern General and its other sub 
sidiaries. Mr. T. V. Woods, C.B.E., who has for 
some time been a member of the headquarters 
executive of the British Electric Traction Co., 
Limited, has been appointed to the boards of the 
Gateshead, Tynemouth and Wakefield’s companies 
to fill the vacancies resulting from Mr. James’ 
resignations. 





Mr. John A. Ross, station operations manager 
for Trans-Canada Air Lines at London Airport for 
12 years, has been promoted to assistant director 
of passenger service at 1.C.A. headquarters in 
Montreal. 


* * * 
We record with regret the death of Mr. E. S. 
Gellatly, district operating superintendent, 


Sheffield, Eastern Region, B.R. Mr. Gellatly, who 
was 50, entered the service of the L.N.E.R. in 
1925 at Aberdeen and was appointed a traffic 


apprentice. He was appointed district operating 
superintendent (Eastern operating area), Man- 
chester, in August, 1956, and became district 


operating superintendent, Sheffield, on the setting 
up of the new traffic organisation in the Eastern 
Region in December, 1957. 


Sir Owen Wansbrough-Jones, K.B.E., C.B., has 
been appointed a director of the British Oxygen 
Co., Limited. 

* ” 

Mr. A. J. Hemens retires from the position of 
divisional shipping manager, Dover, Southern 
Region, B.R., at the end of the year. 

* * * 

Mr. P. Lynch, chairman of Aer Lingus and Aer 
Rianta, has been made a director of the Provincial 
Bank of Ireland. 

* * * 

Baker C.B.E.., 


been elec ted 


Mr A I ].P M.A 
M.I.Mech.E., has president of the 
British Engineers’ Association. He is chairman of 
Baker Perkins, Limited 

* + 7 

In future all inquires regarding 

for, publications from the Railway Corres 


and request 


ponde nce 


and Travel Society should go to Mr. N. ]. Claydon, 
who is made an hon. assistant publications officer 
at 19 Dene Court Road, Olton, Solihull, Warwicks 
7 * * 
Among the member I Export Publici 
( ncil which the President of the Board of Trad 
has t p is M Brian Root vi has bee 
nomin 1 by the Dollar Exy ( It 
chairman of ther s I I t t 
Minist f Stat 
x * % 
Tt inn 
{f Locomot I i I 17 
and presided ov by Mr. R. A. Si 
welcomed the guests va 4 iiways 4 most 
enjoyable function, enlivened by a demonstration 
of Scottish dancing by members of the London 
branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dane 
Society Mr. M. A. Crane, who again acted a 


announced that the Institu 


master of ceremonies 
tion is planning a Continental visit next Ma 
* * * 


As foreshadowed, Mr. Ernest Marples, Minister 
of Transport, is spending a week on a tour of roads 
and bridges in Germany and France and then goes 
to America on a similar tour. While in Cologne he 
inspected off-street parking facilities, including 
mechanical parking systems and, in Paris, he will 
watch the disc parking system in operation. In 
America, where oe will arrive in the first days of 
January, Mr. Marples is to span the continent from 
New York to Angeles before returning to 


Los 


Britain on January 23 


f 





That popular annual event, the Midland 
Red ball, provided this scene, taken at the 
reception: Mr. J. Spencer Wills, chairman of 
the company, the Lord Mayor of Birming- 
ham (Alderman John H. Lewis) and the 
Lady Maywress, Mr. D. M. Sinclair, general 
manager of Midland Red, Mrs. Wills and 
Mrs. Sinclair 


To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the forma 
tion of Transport Brakes, Limited, a dinner was 


held recently at the Grand Hotel, Bristol 
* * 7 
We regret to record the sudden death, at the 
age of 61, of Mr. MacLachlan, sales contract man 
ager of Albion Motors, Limited. He joined Albion 
in 1914 
* * * 
lo mark the retirement of Capt. G. F. Jeffries 


marine superintendent, Southern Region, B.R., his 

colleagues on the B.T.C. marine superintendents 

sub-committee, of which he was chairman, made 

him a presentation. 
* * * 

Small and Parkes, Limited, has announced the 
retirement, as from November 30, of Mr. Clifford ] 
Hudson. He joined the company as a representa 
tive in 1927 and was responsible for opening its 
depots in Sheffield and Nottingham. He is a past 
chairman—and a present member of the committee 

of the East Lancs and Cheshire region of the 
Institute of the Motor Industry 


Members of the Ribble Enthusi- 
asts Club, whose members are 
drawn from various walks of life 
in Lancashire and elsewhere, re- 
cently visited Ribble headquarters 
at Preston for their annual general 
meeting and were taken on a tour 
of the central workshops. Mr. H. 
Bottomley, general manager of 
Ribble and president of the club, 
was on hand to watch Mr. A. H. 
King (second from right), work- 
shop superintendent, explaining 
the workings of a Hartridge fuel 
injector and pump tester 


Mr. H. M. L. Berresford has resigned his director 
ship of Hannibal Movements, Limited. 
* * * 


Mr. H. Taylor has been selected for the post of 
deputy general manager and engineer, Oldham Cor 
poration Passenger Transport Department. He is 
at present technical superintendent, Liverpool City 
Transport. 

* + 7 

Mr. E. J. Phillips retires from the position of 
director and general manager of Red and White 
Services, Limited, on March 31. Mr. Phillips started 
his career in road passenger transport with some of 
the South Wales companies which were later merged 
in the Red and White group. He was appointed 
traffic manager, Red and White, in 1931 and has 
been a director and general manager since 1946 
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Foden 20 ton 
chassis fi with 
RANSOME & RAPIER 
6 cu.yd. mixer with 
hydrostatic drive 
= - 
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does ali the work 








Ready Mixed Concrete Ltd., one of the largest operators of mobile concrete 
vehicles in the world, have designed and patented in all countries hydraulic equip- 
ment for operating the mixer from the vehicle engine and gearbox. Fodens have 
supplied many of the fittings to make the job of converting to hydrostatic drive a 
simple and inexpensive one. Messrs. Ready Mixed Concrete Ltd. are steadily 
building up their fleet of Foden four and six wheel chassis for 4 to 6 cu. yd. mixers. 






This new development, when used in 
conjunction with the Foden chassis 


s 
and now available to you, 
has many advantages including: 
Big saving of initial cost. 
Greater reliability than hitherto achieved. 
Lighter weight. 
Only one engine to service. 
Simple positive drive with engine driven 
hydraulic pump used while in transit. 
Two hydraulic pumps, one engine driven 
and one gearbox driven, used for charging 
the mixer and discharging on site. 














London Sales Office: 
139 Park Lane, London, W.1. 
Telephone: Grosvenor 5932 


FODENS LIMITED 
ELWORTH WORKS 


SANDBACH . CHESHIRE 


Telephone: Sandbach 644 (12 lines) 
Telegrams: “‘Fodenway’’ Sandbach G 






















Birmabright 
from start 


to finish 





Birmabright buses built by the 
Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage 
& Wagon Co. Ltd. display 

their natural aluminium finish 
in the City & Royal Burgh 

of Edinburgh. (Because of its 


excellent resistance to corrosion 




















Birmabright needs no protection, 
SO painting costs can be 

entirely eliminated). 

Lower maintenance bills are 
only one of the many advantages 
of using Birmabright sheet and 
sections in transport vehicle 


construction. Write now for 





further information. 


Corrosion-Resisting Aluminium Alloy 
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IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 


Marine Engine Orders 


ARITNE companies in the Richardsons, West- 
—_ group have been awarded contracts 
marine installations worth over 





oe ai mas North Marine Engineering 
mac 
i —~Gotaver- 


Eastern Marine 
(Sunderland) has booked an order for one 4,500- 
b.h.p. Clark-Sulzer diesel installation 


Karriers for Sunderiand 
Sunderland Corporation has ordered six 12 cu 
ya. diesel-powered refuse collecting vehicles from 
arrier Motors, Limited, Luton. 


Leylands to Netherlands 
Netherlands transport operators will shortly be 
taking delivery of over £140,000 worth of new 
Leyland goods vehicles, an order having recently 
been placed for 24 7-ton capacity two-axle chassis 
and 40 10-ton capacity three-axle chassis. 


Lendon Midland Region Contracts 
The London Midland Region of British Railways 
announces the following contracts 


Limited, London, $.W.1, for a centrifugal 
catcher to existing incinerator at Londo: 


Incinerator Co 
water-spray dust 
St. Pancras goods depot 

D. B. Evans (Bilston), Limited, Bilston, 
trader's accommodation at Leicester Queen 
terminal. 

S. and C. Walmsley, Limited, Liverpool, 10, for supply and 
erection of structural steelwork for new shed and road motor 
workshops at Bradford Sireet, Walsall. 


for constraction of 
Street freight 


Kuwait Buys Westland Helicopters 

Westland Aircraft, Limited, has received a 
follow-up order for three Whirlwind helicopters 
from Sheikh Abdulla Mubarak Al Sabah, Deputy 
Ruler of Kuwait, who is aiso President of Civil 
Aviation. Bringing the total number ordered to 
four, these machines will join a Westland Whirl- 
wind delivered on an initial order last October, 
which was the first helicopter ever to be ordered 
by Kuwait. 


Yugoslavia Order for G.E.C. 

The Yugoslav Purchasing Commission, which 
recently visited Britain, has signed a contract with 
G.E.C. Overseas Services, Limited, for the supply 
of airport lighting equipment, valued at about 
£75,000, for airports at Belgrade and Zagreb. The 
contract covers light fittings, cable, transformers, 
regulators, switchgear and control gear. At Bel- 


= a com modern airport lighting system is 
ing installed and the Zagreb airport lighting is 
being brought up to date. 


Marconi Radar at de Havilland Airfield 


A Marconi 50-kW. 50-cm. radar Type $232 and 
an automatic fixer system are now in operation at 
the de Havilland Aircraft Company’s airfield at 
Hatfield. It is primarily intended for plotting in- 
coming and outgoing aircraft at Hatfield but it 
can, if required, p-~s jaformation to Luton and 
Radlett. An inter :ting feature of the installa- 
tion is the use of a Marconi automatic fixer, in con- 
junction with v.h.f. direction finders, as an aid to 
the identification of aircraft shown on the radar 


p.p.i. 
* 
TENDERS INVITED 


following items are extracted from the Board of Trade 

Special Register Service of Information. Inquiries should 

be addressed, quoting reference number where given, to the 

Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds 
Read, London, W.C.!. 

January 1-—U.S.A.—Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit 
Authority is carrying out a study > rapid transit systems” 

table for adoption in Los Angeles and has engaged Daniel, 
Mann, Johnson and Mendenhall, architects and engineers, of 
2325 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, 5, to act as consultant in 
this matter. They are prepared to consider al! forms of mass 
transport systems and are not committed in any way to the 
monorail A copy of the questionnaire is available for inspection 
Firms interested in this inquiry should write by air mai! direct 
to Mr. David Miller of Daniel, Mann, Johnson and Mendenhall! 
(ESB / 29554 / 59.) 

January 5—Argentina. Mercedes Municipality for three 5 cu 
yd. automatic<lischarge REFUSE COLLECTORS, petrol or diesel 
efgines. Tenders to Secretaria de Hacienda y Obras Municipales, 
Mercedes, San Luis. (ESB / 29283/ 59.) 

January 5——Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland.—Salisbury 
Electricity Department for one Lorry-mounteD hydraulically 

ted extensible insulated tapper PiaTroRM. Photocopies 
documents from Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, price 15s. (ESB /29149/ 59.) 

Ja 6—Formosa.—International Co-operation Administra- 
tion for ion jon pick-up trucks. Tenders to the Centra! Trust 
of China, Purchasing Department, 68 Yen Ping Nan Road 
Taipei, Taiwan (ESB / 29143 /5@/1CA.) 

















SHIPPING and SHIPBUILDING 


Merger of Belfast Services 


oe January 1, 1960, the Belfast Steamship 
Co., Limited, and the Belfast, Mersey and 

Manchester Steamship Co., Limited, are to 
merge their cargo-livestock services. Announcing 
this merger in Belfast, Mr. R. W. Berkeley, general 
Manager and director of Belfast Steamship, said 
that this step was being taken in the interests of 
increased operating efficiency. The new organisation 
will be knowr as the Belfast and Liverpool Joint 
Service, and wili be ated from Ulster House, 
42 Donegall Quay, Belfast, which will also house 
the merged staff of Belfast, Mersey and Manchester 
Steamship, who are vacating their offices in Ann 
Street, fast. The vessels of the Belfast and 
Liverpool Joint Service will continue to discharge 
and load at No. 3 York Dock and Nos. 1, 2 and 5 
Donegall Quay, and will ensure at least two sailings 
daily in each direction between Belfast and Liver- 
pool. 


Two Nuclear Units to be Ordered 


HE Minister of Transport has announced that 
the Government has decided to accept the 
recommendation of the Galbraith Committe« 
This is that tenders should be invited from selected 
firms for two types of nuclear reactor with propel- | 
f 65.000 | 





ling machinery for installation in a tanker 
deadweight tons. These types are the boiling 
reactor and the organic liquid moderate 
Invitations to tender will be issued by the Ministry | 
shortly. Preparation of tenders is likely to | 
take some months. When they haves 
the Government will decide 
be placed for the buil 
ship. Meanwhile neg V 
the shipping and shipbuilding industries about their | 
participation in the arrangements for building and | 
operating the ship. The organic liquid system has 
been developed by the Hawker Siddel y Group and 
boiling water reactors are being evolved by two 
other groups, A.E.1.-John Thompson, and Mitchell 
Fairfield. 


B.T.C. Charges Scheme for Hull 
TT’ HE British Transport Commission has asked the 
Transport Tribunal to confirm draft schemes 
for new dock charges at the port of Hull, and for 
fish and fishing vessels at Grimsby, Fleetwood and 
Lowestoft. At Hull the revised charges have been 
pitched at a level which will produce a reasonable 
financial return. The draft scheme provides for new 
maximum dues for ships, merchandise and pas 
sengers, but actual charges within the authorised 
maxima would be at the Commission’s discretion. 
Dues on ships follow the generally accepted prac- 
tice of zoning, the lowest rate being applicable to 
coastal voyages, the highest to long-distance 
voyages. The proposal to make charges on barges, 
lighters and river craft using the port at Hull is a 
new one. A new proposal in the scheme is the 
raising of a toll on merchandise shipped or un- 
shipped between vessels, but these dues would not 
exceed 50 per cent of the normal wharfage rate. 
Existing charges for fish and fishing vessels at 
Hull, Grimsby, Fleetwood and Lowestoft are 
wholly inadequate. The draft scheme proposes 
that revised maximum ship dues on fishing vessels 
should apply at all four ports, which are the main 
fishing ports owned by the Commission, and it 
seeks power to introduce maximum merchandise 
dues on fish landed at Hull, Grimsby and Fleet 
wood, It also provides for revised maximum 
charges at Lowestoft, where merchandise dues on 
landed fish are already applied. 
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OTES on the trading results, :\ sidends and financial provisions 
of companies associated with the transport Industry are 
contained in this feature, together with details of share 

issues, acquisiti and y formations or reorganisations. 


Park Royal Vehicles 
Net profit of Park Royal Vehicles, Limited, and subsidiaries 
for the year ended September 30 is £32,711 (£51,642), after all 
charges including taxation £35,223 (£61,477). Ordinary dividend 
nil (8 per cent free of tax £38,000). The net profit is before 
crediting an over-provision of income tax on the previous year 
Forward £613,103 (£589,087) 
Associated Commercial Vehicles 
Associated Commercial Vehicles, Limited, for the year ended 


a net profit attributable to the group of 
1) in respect < 





September 30, shows 
rf 


after crediting £19,281 (ni 


£538,238 (£163,003) 

non-trading items including over-provision of income tax of 

previous year due to decrease in xtandard rate of tax and after 
This profit 


ll charges including taxation £439,432 (£258,115) 
reflects benefits arising from the rationalisation and reorganisation 
abolition of purchase tax on commercial 
a beneficial effect on the order 
level 


programme and the 
vehicles which has also had 
position. Output at the factories is at an encouraging 
and there is every indication that this will be maintained during 
the coming year. Final dividend is 12} per cent, a total of 
174 per cent 


The Bullo Pill Railway 





(Continued from page 9) 


century to cater for traffic from 15 collieries, 
quarries and works, several of which also had out- 
lets via the Severn and Wye Railway, which had 
become the joint property of the G.W. and Midland 
companies on july 1, 1894. Today, only two col- 
lieries are rail-connected, Eastern United near 
Ruspidge and Northern United at Churchway. 
Only five pits are now at work in the Forest. 

Early in the present century, the railway map 
around Cinderford was considerably altered. The 
Severn and Wye's Cinderford station, which had 
been opened on December 9, 1875, with a service 
of passenger trains between Lydney and Lydbrook, 
was inconveniently situated more than a mile from 
the centre of the town and the Forest line’s goods 
depot was nearly as far. On July 2, 1900, the 
Severn and Wye was extended to a new station at 
the foot of the hill below the town. 


Passenger Service 

The advent of steam rail motor cars on the 
G.W. was a convenient time to start a passenger 
service on the Forest line. Eight new halts were 
built, at Bullo Cross, Upper Soudley, Staple Edge, 
Ruspidge, Whimsey, Steam Mills Crossing, Nail- 
bridge and Drybrook. One was also provided at 
Ruddle Road, between Newnham and Bullo Pill; 
although on the main line, only the Forest cars 
called there. The service commenced on August 3, 
1907, between Newnham and Steam Mills Crossing, 
and was extended to Drybrook on November 4 the 
same year. The cars ran into and out of Cinderford 
station from April 6, 1908, when a spur was opened 
from Bilson Junction up to the Severn and Wye 
line; this displaced Whimsey Halt as the Forest 
line’s passenger station for Cinderford. 

Unlike many rural services, passenger trains in 


the Forest (except on the Monmouth—Coleford 
branch) survived the 1914-18 war and were fully 
maintained until increasing bus competition caused 
withdrawal of all the Severn and Wye workings 
from July 8, 1929. Trains to Drybrook Halt ran 
finally on July 5, 1930, but a slowly dwindling 
remnant continued to Cinderford until November 
1, 1958, the last day on which regular passenger 
trains were seen in the Forest. Ruddle Road had 
been closed from April 29, 1917. 


Reduced System 

More recently the Severn and Wye between 
Serridge Junction and Cinderford Junction was 
closed, ieaving Cinderford on the end of a 
short branch from the Forest line. The track 
and bridges were lifted in 1957. By this closure, 
Cinderford was cut off from the western group 
of Forest lines, a communication which had 
lasted for 135 years. The Whimsey—Drybrook 
section was dismantled in the following year and 
the line now terminates just short of the site of 
Steam Mills Crossing Halt; the former G.W. 
Cinderford goods depot is occupied by Berry, 
Wiggins and Company. 

hus in 150 years the Forest of Dean line has 
turned a full circle and returned to the original 
function of its ancient forbear, the Bullo Pill Rail- 
way, conveyance of minerals and goods. It has 
known three gauges of track and both horse and 
steam power, For one-third oi its life it has con- 
veyed passengers. Through all these changes, 
Bullo Tunnel, by no means an insignificant 
engineering work by present standards, has 
remained open and intact, if we regard air space 
rather than roof and walls as being the governing 
factor. 


MODERN TRANSPORT 
DECEMBER 26, 1959 


Daily door-to-door express 
container services in own ships to and 
from NORTHERN IRELAND 





All parts of Northern Ireland, Scotland and England served 


Greatly Minimised Risk of Loss by Theft or Damage 


Closed Security-Locked Containers 


* 

@ 

@ Free Insurance (General Merchandise) — £800 per ton 
@ 

7) 


Insulated Containers for Perishable Foodstuffs — for 


Hygiene and Cleanliness 


Boor-to-door inclusive rates 


Open Containers and “Flats” for Unpacked Machinery ete. 
All Goods Conveyed with Minimum Packing 


ANGLO-CONTINENTAL 
CONTAINER SERVICES 


(London) Ltd and (Belfast) Ltd 


LONDON 79 Dunton Road sel Bermondsey 4881/4 (Head Office) and Elland Road sel5 New Cross 4885/7 
(Traffic Depot) PRESTON The Docks Preston 86742/4 LARNE (Northern Ireland) Bay Road Larne 2331/2 
BELFAST 35/39 Middlepath Street Belfast 59261/5 MANCHESTER 2 270/1 Royal Exchange Buildings 
Blackfriars 9287/9 GLASGOW 10 Bothwell Street c2 City 6997/8 (Offices) and 17/21 Tylefield Street sz 


Bridgeton 


2277/8 (Traffic Depot) ARDROSSAN 


eRistet 61 Park Street Bristol 25435/6 





(Ayrshire) 


Harbour Street Saltcoats 1911/2 
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Imprevement . . . 





From the JANUARY 2, 


1960 issue use of a highly finished 


paper will improve the readability of MODERN TRANSPORT 


and enhance the clarity of illustrations. This newspaper will 





continue to provide an unparalleled world-wide news service dealing 


with all forms of transport. 


Price Alteration. .. 





Owing to increased costs incurred during the past eighteen 


months it has become necessary to alter the price of the weekly 


issues to ls. The annual subscription rate becomes 47s. 6d., post 


free; this is still less than ls. a week. 








Limited, Russell ( 


ourt, 


3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 











